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KOREANS RESIDEET IN JAPAN --- 
uNCLASSlFlED BY 

$1 
TAKEDA YUKIO -- 

In 1936, the Government took steps toward the assimilation 

of Koreans resident in Japan Proper through furthering their protection 

and enlightenment and by encouraging the Japanese to appreciate them 

more fully. 
*2 

This movement, called the Harmony Project , anticipates 

assimilation of alien peoples, thereby enabling Japan, which by right 

should be the leading parer in East Asia, to become a monument to a 

great experiment. Fundamentally, it is an epoch+nalcing race movement 

rich in historical significance; however, its success or .failure is 

completely dependent upon popular recognition and cooperation. 

By presenting an outline oL +- the status of Koreans resident 

in Japan and of the activities of the Government designed to harmonize 

relations of Japanese and these Koreans, t‘ne author seeks solely to 

encourage the reader to understand better the many problems which exist. 

I. HISTORY OF KOREAN MGRATION TO JAPAN ------ 

(1) History Trier to Annexation. 

It may be said that Japan and Korea have enjoyed especially 

close relations since olden days. Research of scholars has made it 

clear that both from point of geography and from point of race,relations 
+:-3 

of the two have been on an indivisible footing. Dr. MIW- Shuko in his 

work ItHistorical GeographVir" states in the Korean section: 

!!It has been prov&i by geographers and geologists that in 

anoient times Korea and Japan formed one continuous land mass; and 

the research of linguists, ethnologists, and archeologists has proved 

rather conclusiveljr that the languages and relics of the two countries 

7Yl flu \3 q;j- #f< 32 -[,.j) $2 $ -g 39, .,z- $4 161 $3 
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arc a part of the same system. Our country's legends such as the famous 

nne about drzM.ng the countries together in the description of the 
* 1 

physical features cf Izu-10 Province (author's note: the legend in 
*2 

which Yatsulka-VLixuomi-Zunu-no-Wkoto drags a net from the Korean 

ocninsula to make up the deficiency in Izumc-no-kuni on the opposite 

shore) arc likely traces of the fact that Japan and Korea were once 

geographically contiguous. Crossings bet-xeen the two countrias were 
s3 

already commonplace even in the days cf Susanr-no-Mikoto and Isotakeru- 
-34 

no-Mikoto (T.N. The brother cf ~~atcrasu-0-~,:iiismi (sun goddess) and 

his son).At least there is no doubt that the southern part of Korea fell 

into our possession. Unfortunately, even our o:sn legends have not been 

handed down to us very accurately, and the Koreans arc almost coripletoly 

lacking in ancient historical records. Hoxwer, a number of factors 

lead us to believe that the orehistcric rclati~nshi? bctzccn Japan and 

Korea was unusually intimate.lt 

Such being the case, numerous Koreans emigrated to Japan and 
ST 

became naturalized in the ancient era. For instance, ,ichiki (T.1:. The 

son of Kinkisu, King of Kudara, on2 of t-h: tripartite ltingdons of ancient 
Y- 6 

Korea) came to J?pe.n in the: licth year of the reign of Emperor Ojin 
ST 

(284 L.D.), carrying a mosszgc fron King of Kuiara , 2nd >rescnted a 

gift of the King's prize horses to the %qwror. (Since Lchild ~~2s ?vell 

-28, 

versed in Chinese classics, Crordn lrincc Uji-no4Sziirntsuko , later 
+J9 

the Emperor Nintoku , studied Chancsc classics under his tutelage. Up 

to this time the dapancsc had no written language, and history w,s hnded 

down from gencraticn to rclncration by oral trznsnission. Hoxvcr, from 

this time on , lwritton records in Chinesc ideographs began to a>pcar in 

cvcr--lncrcasing nu;nbcr. The dcsccndants ofdchiki served at the Imperial 

Court in the capacity of rcccrdcr of 2ubli.c documents.) The following 
-x-l0 

ycgr, at the invitation of Eqpcror Ojin, Wani came t3 Japan. 

+1 hi $I 1-g 

*3 g g i$ $ 
\ 

95 $13 $iii j.h$ 

5*2-2/\ >g 7/c j-j 
++4 /& “-/- q& 
6 ,a ,$i@ /L‘ 1 

37 -7 
13 .‘@ 

-+q +- ,p I, \3, 
;I; .;7q -+ 

u pkk -Jli ;,q- -j- 
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‘x@ q- 

-5 c 
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ted lelcche. 

s-10 4 
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T.!d. also transliterated Zang-in. 
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(Professor i‘La.ni ms recommended by Achiki and came from Kudara, following 

Achiki. He presented the Enpcror 75th 10 volums of the Axalects of 

Crnfucius and one volume of Senjimon. Prince 'Gkiiratsuko bccam his 
.;* 1 

student. The descendants of L'ani lived in the province of Ka,chi 
-:*2 

under the name Kawachi-nc-Fmi-Uji and served at the Ir.;pcrial Court 

-._ %3 
as rcccrdcrs. The old porn, "Thcsc flomrs Bl---~i.w :+ i&i-:azu -Aj ~ J 

0,~. lincient name of Osaka$ !ca.m braved the- riE,or 0;‘ winter, and are 

now out in full glory in th, sprih;, Yncsc flo-ers arc fl-wcrs doing 

full justice to the sprin?," ms c?aposcd by ;'ani himself.) lQany other 

Koreans cam to Jayan :nd b=c.xx JapancsL citiz-ns, but the most con- 

soicuous Korom tix!igr?ti-n in Js?:riLsc 
+4 

history occurrcd in the Sankan 

(T,K. Oldest tripartite kingdors of scuthLrn Korc-, %-Ian, Eicn-kan, 

and Shin-km) era. The outstandin; oxanplcs rcccr;ed in historic?1 

littraturi. arc as follows: 
"5 

During the reign of Zrqxror Ten&i (the 38th &x2c,ror reigning 
~6 2,. ,\7 

frvx 668 to 670 ‘I.D.) two Kcrcan kiwdors .> '1 J Kudinra and Kokxri 

(T.fiJ* Successor to kingdom of Kcma or Koryo, from rrhich Koxa was 
%;:-8 

derived) mrc destroyed by i'ni. allied army o? thy Tang king of China 
$9 

and the king of Shiragi . As a conscyuoccz, rxmy took rcfugc ic J-pan 

and bscxnc Jaxncs; citizmns. / i In ihc 4th gc-r of Emperor Tenchi*s 

reign, about 400 Korcm non md .j--wr: :$?I- h?d r,csntly cnigratcd from 
-:QO 3:-11 

Kudara wre rilocatcd in Kaximc County of 05 Province , In the 

5th ye2r -bout 2,0X KUd~KKlS --cry roved t cAst?rn provi~icos, qnd in 
%:-12 

the 8th ye-r -bout 700 Kuddrtxr, xn r??d T;Y:~:.L'~ I‘TCT~ plzccd ir, K2;wu County 

of Orni Province and givm provisions for thro, ycnrs. 
-x-13 

In May cf the 13th yca~ of &peror Temu's reign (the 40th 

Bnperor reigning from 673 to 689 A.D.), 23 Kud-.rm Buddhist Triests and 
314 

priestesses and laity xrc instalicd in the Yuscshi Provi:lce. 

T.W. also translitcratcd Kokuryo. 

T.N. -Iso trnnslitorated Silia. 
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Sl 

In the era of Empress Jito (Qe Wst Sovereign), 23 naturalized 

Shiraginns were placed in the same province. 
-32 

In the era of Empress Koken ( the 46th Sovereign) 165 Kudaran 

Buddhist priests and pr&estesses viere placed in the Xusashi province, 

and further, 193 naturalized Shiragians were distributed in the provinces 
*3 rcr s-5' 96 

of Nina , Totomi , Suruga , and Mutsu . 
-:e7 

In the reign of Emperor Junnin (the 47th Emperor) many Shiragians 

became naturnlized Japanese subjects and assumed residence in Xusashi 

Province. 

In addition to these, there were doubtlessly a groat many other 

immigrants from Korea. When we look at tho distribution of Koreans who 

became naturalized Japanese subjects, w find that Kudnrans resided 

mostly in tho five central provinces around LL cz?ito.l Kyoto, particularly 
& Y9 +:-lo *'ll 

in Karachi , Izumi , Yamaio , and Settsu , (T .x. The fifth 

province,-Yamashiro, is'the cnc in -;rhich Kyoto is located), and in the 
s-12 

Kanto (T.N. The eastern territory, originally east of Hakone Pass). 

+2 considerable number were located in the Musashi district. Howrcr, 

here, it is said, many Shiragions and Komans vicrc mixed with the Kudarans. 

In the province of Musashi itself, the Komans wrc most nuTcrous since 
a3 

in the reign of Emperor Ccnsho (the 4.!+th Esnpcror), the Komans scattered 
-::-1 f4 

in the seven provinces czst cf Surugg?. ;?cre conccntr?tcd ii? the newly 
I 

created Koma County in It$usnshi. Lyicr on, in the 29th year of Giji (1896), 
a15. 2-16 

Koma County was absorbid by Irima c ounty , Saitlsma PrsfOAlre ; Yet 

Koma Village still remains -At:? its old ccmotcry. In this district arc 

found the Koma river, the Koms pass, the Koma Shrine, the ~cll-known Koma 

Hajirnc family, and many Buddhist temples founded by Korean priests. 
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Further, for the many Shiragians living in Musashi, Shiragi County 

was established in the reign of Emperor Junnin (the 47th Emperor). 
*l 

Today the county exists as Ldachi County (see "The Historical Con- 

sideration and Study of the Relationship between Korea and Japan" by 
*2 

HIG&:L Mamoru ). 

The next immigration wave from Korea took nlace about 340 years 
%3 

ago in the wake of the Korean Expeditions by Hideyoshi during the 
5'4 ;yl 

Bunroku and Keicho eras (T.N. 1592-3 and 1597-8). This was due 

to the influx of Korean ceramic and other artisans brought back from 

Korea by many generals who were on the expedition. The most notable 
+-6 +7 

of these patrons were Shimazu Yoshihiro , lord of Satsuma , and his 

son. They brought back more than 80 Korean men and women and let them 
~3 X9 

settle at Inashirogawa Village (now Ishuin Village) and start a 

pottery industry. This is reputed to be the beginning of the famous 
+10 ZFll 

Satsuma chinaware. Nabeshima %aoshige , lord of Saga , likewise 

brought back Korean potters who introduced their art and created the 
yk12 *13 

Arita wares. Other famous chinawares such as the Takatori wares 
*14 a%15 ~16 

in Chikuzen , the Uyeno and Hirado wares in Kokura, and the 
+17 

Hagi wares in Hagi, were all developed by Korean artisans. Furthermore, 
++18 

Kumase Yoroin , the famous Korean physician and printer,had emigrated 

from Korea to Japan by this time. Japanese printing developed from the 

models brought over to Japan by the Koreans. 

During the Tokugawa shogunate, relations between Korea and Japan 

became gradually more and more remote due to the adoption of a policy 
-:n9 -::20 

of isolation. In the 8th year of Bunka (1811) Shogun Tokugawa Iyenari 
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(reigning from 1787-1836) invited Korean embroidery artists to come 

and settle in Jagan. This was the last such invitation. Consequently, 

the Koreans stopped coming to settle in J,apan, and this state of affairs 

remained unchanged until the latter years of Meiji. 

ks briefly sketched above, a large number of Koreans immigrated 

to Japan in the ancient era, but all were assimilated by the Japanese 

SO completely that they are tcc!ay pure Japanese without traces of their 

Korean ancestry. And while many Koreans thus immigrated to Japan 

and became Japanese sub.jects, many Japsnese migrated to Korea becoming 

Korean citizens, as clearly recorded on the pages of history. Thus the 

Japanese and Koreans are very closely related by blood. This fact must 

be taken into consideration when we treat the Korean problem today. 

Therefore, for the purposes of this article, the term "Koreans" refers t 

those Koreans who came to Japan after annexation. 

(2) History Subsequent to dnnexation. 

As a result of the annexation of Korea by J-pan on the 29th of 

august, 1910, the law restricting entry of alien laborers. into Japan 

which had been enforced since 1900 ceased to apply to Koreans and they 

acquired the privilege of freely entering Jnoan and obtaining various 

jobs as unrestrictedly as the Japanese under the benevolent rule of 

Japan. But at that time the Korean immigrants were extremely few in 

number and consisted for the most $art of peddlers and workers in 

construction gangs. Japanese industrialists, however, took heed of 

Korean labor at once, and solicited it b.v positive effortis. According 
G-1 -XP 

to the investigation by YOSHIZAKA Shunzo , the Settsu Cotton Mill 
;t3 

pioneered in employing Korean laborers in 1911, and the Akashi 

plant of the same mill first hired Koreans gathered by advertisement 

in May, 1914. Only 16 Koreans responded to the first gdvertiscment. 

During the five year period from then until November, 1918, Koreans 

laborers were solicited through advertisements 11 times, and 208 

Koreans are said to have responded. Since the conditions in Japan were 

not well known in Korea, it is understandable that some difficulty was 

encbuntered in acquiring Korean labor. 

I . 
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Factories which employed-Koreans and dates when-they began to 

employ them are as follows: 

Osaka Prefecture: 

The Kizugawa Plant of the Settsu Cotton Mill, 1911. 

/f-J&$ j$ $\A I"$- A ;+ 111 x j$ ) 
\ : I ,-I . . . . 

The Sangenya Plant of the Toyo Cotton Mill, 1914. 

. 

. 

( $j- ;$. $5 8% ;-$.@ Jj$$) 

The Sumitomo Copper Refinery, March, 1916. 

(/;-; J&$g$!g jqg 

s The Tsumori Plant of the Amagasaki Cotton Mill, June, 1917. 

f pJ $4 y$ .'$ JL jgj ) 
't 

The Nitta Shipyard, June, 1917. 

( * g- \g J&. $; jq ) 
The Hirano Plant of the Settsu Cotton Mill, July, 1917. 

( Jfi 
,--f&; ; Y$ $4 $,& JE ij?T $L g; 

..‘I’ , 
The Fujinagata Shipyard, July, 1917. 

( Jf L . I; \3 @ $75 ,“fi) 
I 

The Kibi Shipyard, September, 1917. 

( -g q$j g $js ,“6) 
Hypgo Prefecture: 

The Akashi Plant of the Settsu Cotton Mill, June, 1912. 

The Kawasaki Shipyard, April, 1914. 

( ,I] J.l+- 8 Jj$ F;i ) 
The Kobe Steel Mill, June, 1916. 

: (.Y@ f $?J /$j q) 
The Shikama Plant of the Fukushima Cotton Mill, May, 1917. 

($$ .$ $j$#&@ J@j 
The Kawasaki Branch Shipyard, 1917, 

The Mitsubishi Shipyard of Kobe, May, 1917. 

The Kishimoto Nail Manirfacturing Company, August, 1917, 

(j&$.3$ /$j,q-) 
! 
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. 
Wakayama Prefecture: 

The AsahLChemical Manufacturing Company, January, 1916. 

($q L" /iic@ _r&,&-&@,$&) 

The Naikai Cotton Mill, October, 1916. 

(9 '. 1 
;@- $ii$$& 3 @ji) 

The Wakayama Cotton Mill, November, 1916. 

The Kiyo Textile Mill~~ovember, 1916. 

(& @j @,J-iJ JL j@) 

The Yura Dyeing Plant, August, 1917. 

The Hinode Cotton Mill, September, 1917. 

Mie Prefecture: 

The 1di.e Lumber Drying Plant, January, 1916. 

The ldaru Yoshi Cotton Manufacturing Tlnnt, Jwuary, 1917. 

c 

e-y--~ lg’. /i Y,!9 
: i$ i -?$ ; \‘ .lfJ 

2’ ’ +:, ) 

-4 / 1 ,! 

The Tsu Plant of the Tovo Cotton Mill, September, 1917. 

!K 
.b f 

/ $- $fi 42% ;.q Is h ‘B-Jjgj 
The Hiramatsu Boolen Mill,,September, 1917. 

The Ohnshi Cast Iron Ware Plant, October, 1917. 

* 

Okayama Prefecture, 

The Kibi Textile Mill, September, 191'7. 

The Tamashima Plant of the Kurashiki Cotton Mill, November, 1917. 
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This data is based on the Report of Investigation, November, 1917 by 

YOSWZ&l Shunzo, Factory Supervisor, the BIinistry of Agriculture gnd 

Commerce. 

Thereafter, as the conditiorsin Japan became better kno7sn in Korea, 

the Koreans who wished to immigrate to Japan increased in number, and 

. toward the end of 1917 about 14,3X Koreans came to Japan. The reasons 

I 
for the gradual increase of Korean laborers in Japan by this time are said 

to be their display of intrinsic superiority as laborers, being extremely 

docile, relatively sincere, and satisfied itith low wages, and the existing 

Japanese labor shortage and inflated wages due to the great expansion 

and prosperity of Japanese industry at that Lime, On the other hand, 

exaggerased success stories of one or Vro Korean timigrants who made good 

in Japan were spread in Ko~*ea, and such rumors as that any Korean could 

pick up gold on thr streets in JaT:ncse cities circulated freely in 

Korean villages. Therefore, many Koreans arc said to have rcsoonded to 

the advertisements for laborers in Japan of their own accord. Since 

then Korean immigration has steadily increased. In 1919, 26,000 Koreans 

came to Japan. Ho??evcr, during the year, there nas an outbreak of the 

Independence iiovement in Korea, and as a result, restrictions were 

placed upon Korean immigrltion, decreasing the number of im?igrants for 

a time. With &he lifting of this innigration ban u;ron rcstcraticn 

bf peace in‘Korca1 the number of Korean imigrants again increased. In 

1923 the number of Kcrcan immigrants reached a total of 80,000, Such a 

large increase -in the number oL f Koreans in Japan naturally dre,;f public 

attention. Inopportunely just at that time Japan suffered the great carth- 

quake, and the Koreans ":ere ?ccuscd of terrorizing the stricken city of 

Tokyo as revenge for the annexation. As a consequence, Korcsns in Japan 

temporarily required policy protection, and nc-7 immigration of Koreans 

:ES suspended. After a short while, the disturbcncc subsided, and 

ban v$as lifted. As a rczcticn tc the immigration ban and due also to 

a great industrial expansion in Japan demanding more and more labor, the 

number of Korean immi-rants jumped suddenly to about 13,GO in 1925. 

Hovrever, from this time on, the financial dcprcssion in Japan 

gradually became worse and 'rorsc, the unemployed flooding the labor market. 

of course , pressed Jlpancsc laborers to The increase of Korean laborers, 

-9- 



a considerable degree and became one of the causes of the sudden increase 

of unemployment among Japanese laborers, but still worse, the influx of 

Koreans worked severe havoc on the Korean laborers themselves. Since 

they are mostly manual laborers, they are limited in the scope of their 

employment. Within this rather narrow scope Japanese industrialists 

preferred new comers from Korea to Koreans who had been spoiled by Japanese 

ways during the years of their stay in Japan. Therefore, these old timers 

. came to be treated coldly by Japanese employers and began to lose their 

jobs to newmaarrived compatriots. In fact, the majority of the unemployed 

at that time were in this group, As a result, incidents of inter-necine 

strife among Korean laborers occurred very frequently, producing an acute 

awareness on the part of thz public to the pressing need for a definite 

policy to deal with the Koreans. In 1925 a conditional Korean immigration 

measure was adopted. Thereafter Koreans, who were assured employment in 

Japan, could enter freely, but others,who had no definite plans and wished 

only to 'Ipick up a fortune" in Japan, y:ere persuaded not to come. 

The conditions thus imposed upon Korean immigration have been 

modified from time to time; however, for the protection of Koreans already 

gainfully employed in Japan, for the prevention against newcomers falling 

into misery, and for the promotion of unity of Koreans in Ja-Ian, the 

persuasive ban on Korean immigration is still in force today. Yet, under 

the existing conditions, the Koreans in Ja.pan are increasing annually by 

70,000 to 80jOO0. Therefore, from the various conditions existing today 

it seems that an increase of Korean immigration to Japan is inescapable. 

II. C.&USES OF THE KCREAIJ iP5IIGR%TION TO JARW. -----I____-___ 

(1) Prior to dnnexation, 

A large number of Koreans came from the Korean Peninsula to 

Japan in ancient times, as mentioned above, and are still coming today. 

Under what circumstances did they forsake the land of the graves of their 

ancestors, bid heart-breaking farewells.to their relatives-and neighbors, 

and brave the waves of the Genkai Sea to come to Japan? 

Dr. MIURA Shuko classifies the causes of Koresn immigration to 

Japan in ancient times, that is to say the typesof Korean immigrants who 
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became Japanese subjects, into the three folio-fling categories: 

(a) This group came to Japan at the invitation of the Japanese 

government* This system of invitation had been in practice ever since 

the dawn of history. The Koreans so invited were of high social standing, 

and the majority of them left their names onthe pages:Qf‘history as 
*1 

celebrities. King Shinson , a member of the royal family of Kudara, came 
-32 

to Japan& the intitation of Emperor,bjin who sent Arata-no-Viake , 
*3 

ancestor of the Kamikeno family to Kudara, for the aurpose of extending 
x-4 

the invitation; King Kisu of Kudara responded to the imperial invitation 

selecting King Shinson from his family to be the honored guest. King 

Shinson, at the Japanese court, became a counselor of education of the 

crown prince of Emperor Ojin, introduced Chinesc classics to Japan, and 
-v 5 

preached Confucianism in Jepan. In the reign of Emperor Yuraku , 
-6 

physician Tokurai came from Kona to Jaren in pzsponse to an invitation 

of the Emperor. Other instances exist too numerous to cite here. 

(b) This group ccnsisted of Koreans who professed to have come 

to Japan because of their desire to be under Japanese imperial rule. AS 

a matter of fact, some of them very likely came to escape the misrule of 

their home goverment, especially the heavy taxation. 

of Emperess Koken in the Sara Era, Korean immigrants were especially 

During the reign 

numerous, and all of these came over for the purpose of escaping the 

excessive taxes imposed upon them in their home land of Korea. Others 

came to Japan because of the destruction of t!leir home states by war. They 

would say that they longed to live under the Japanese imperial rule and 

hence would go to Japan and become Japanese subjects, 

(e) This group copsisted of Koreans taken prisoner by the 

Japanese. In the ancient era Korea rebelled against Japanese domination, 

and Japanese forces landed on Korea more than once to restore and preserve 

peace. After each expedition some Korean prisoners were brought back to 

Japan and were treated fairly well. They were added to the Korean immigrants 

who became naturalized Japanese subjects, During the reign of Emperor 
3-7 

Tenchi the Koreans who came from Kudara and became Japanese subjects were 

-- 
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4 __llj_______ UNCLASSIFIED 
fed by the government for three years, At the time of Emperor Temmu 

the Kudarans, after naturalization, were given farm land and provisions 

and were exempted from taxation for ten years. In the reign of Emperor 
3-l 

Gensho , the Komans and Kudarans, who became naturalized Japanese subjects, 
it2 

were made tax-exempt for life, In the 16th year of Enryaku (T.N. 797 A.D.) 
*3 

during the reign of Emperor Kammu the descendants of naturalized 

, 
Kudarans were exempted from taxation forever. (A Stud-r of Japanese History -A--- 

by Dr. Miura). 

. ks shown above, the causes of Korean immigration to Japan in 

ancient times were either political or social. Korean scholars who came 

to Japan at the invitation of the Government Tnd Korean war prisoners who 

were brought back to Japan from Korea can be said to have come for 

political reasons. Those Koreans who came to Japan professing a longing 

to come under Japanese imperial rule can be said to have been chiefly ' 

motivated by social factors. Watever the causes may have been, these 

Koreans were received and treated well both by the government and by the 

people at large, and they mixed well with the Japanese. 

(2) After the Annexation. 

After the annexation, expecially in recent years, the causes of 

the Korean.7 immigration differ somewhat in their nature from those in the 

. 

ancient times. Generally speiking, economic reasons can be said tc be 

the primary causes. Of course, in the migration of races various factors 

either in cooperation or competiticn are responsible. It is not initiated 

by any single factor such as economic distress. For example, the blcod 

relationship mutually linking many Koreans , irrespective of their con- 

sciousness of this fact, is undnubtedly one cause of Korean immigration 

to Japan. From the historical aspect, Japan and Korea have been inseparably 

linked. Since remote antiquity peaceful intercourse has been carried on be- 

tween thetWo ccuntries:Furthermore, Japan and Korea are related by family 

ties, the blood of the two nations freely mixing. Therefore, Koreans who 

come to Japan may Peel as intimate among the Japanese, as children of a 

branch family going to the house of the main family. This family affiliation 

*1 $a .& x?. ,$$ Gg -- 
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may be cited as one reason why the Koreans seldom immigrate, elsewhere 

than into Japan and Manchuria. Next, social conditions in Korea must 

. 

be cited as a cause of Korean immigration to Japan. Before annexation, 
3t1 * 2 

there were four social castes in Korea, namely the ryohan , chujin , 
*3 -24 

jomin , and senmi-n , from the highest to the lowest in that order. 

Within the same caste some were higher in social standing than others, 

, 

e 

deoending upon their occupations. Age also maintained a rigid social- 

scale. These social customs are still strictly observed today, especially 

in villages. However, once a Korean sets foot on the soil of Japan, he 

can enjoy not only the benefits cf a higher civilization but is freed from 

the traditional oppression of the caste system. He Rcquircs anew in Japan 

. 

the right to vote and the right to be elected to a public position. He 

may become a member of the Diet. In short, he has many opportunities to 

advance himself socially and economically, provided he has abilities. 

Naturally,ambitious Korean youth till avail thensclves of this opportunity. 

Thus the Koreans are induced to immigrate to Japan. 

However, the factors above mentioned are very weak in potzier and 

can hardly be the main cause of Kcrean immigration to Janan frcm a general 

viewpoint, It is no exaggeration to say that Korean immigration to Japan 

today is almost invariably due to economic factors. In other words, the 

Koreans are going to Japan today to seek economic security, because life 

in Korea is too hard for them, Then one ,may ask what are the present-day 

conditions of economic life in Korea? IJhat causes the economic hardship 

which Koreans are trying to escape? The answer is that econor.ic evils in 

Korea originated from disharmony botT:een natural resources and population, 

and from an excess of farmers for too small an acreage of cultivated land. 
365 

The Korean popul?tion under the reign of King Li dynasty 

showed an extremely slow increase, and even decreased from time to time. 

This decreasing tendency was seen also in the latter part of the Tokugawa 
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shogunate in Japan, but it was more conspicuous in Korea. In the 7th 

year of Junso (1697 A.D.) the Korean population was 7,560,000, but about 

50 years later, in the 3rd year of Tesso*l (1742 A.D.), it had decreased 
*2 

to 6,glo,ooo. About 50 years later in the 8th year of Kobn (1794 A.D.) 

it was down to 5,92O,OCO, 

However, as a result of our countryrs zealous endeavors in 

governing Korea, the 13,OCQ,OOO Korean population of 1910 increased to 

21,OOC,OOO by the end of 1934 - an increase of 8,000,003 in the 26year 

period. The relative rate of increase in populations of Korea and Japan is 

15 to 14. Moreover, there has been a corresponding annual increase in 

density of population. At the end of 1934, there were 4 plus persons:: 

per sguare kilometer, roughly equal to 'the density in the northeastern 

section of Japan Proper. On the other hand, Korean arable land represents ' 

only 20% of total land. Hence, a total of 1.52 Ch; (T.N. unit of measure. 

1 Chg = 2.45 acres) in paddy fields is the average amount of land under 

cultivation per farmer. However, as xi11 be seen by the following figures 

on $he:provinces of southern Korea from which most Korean immigrants have 

come, land per farmer does not approach the 1.1 Ch; figure for Japan Proper. 

. LfIcL2.z; ~‘dd~~ ~ Dr;ij- ; -i j I I _. 
If, added to the fact that farm land is scarce, one considers 

the fact that tenant farming consumes 00% of the land and that fertility 

and farming methods are inadequate, he will get some notion of the true 

state of the Korean farm population. These provide the fundamental sources 

of the dire economic straits in which the Korean farming population finds 

itself, 

To cope with this, ever since the inauguration of the new regime, 
-- 
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the authorities of the Chosen (Korea) Govcrnmbnt-General have,as the 

main problem of Korean administration, devoted their deepest considecatjon 

and greatest endeavors to the promotion and stabilization of farm life, 

which encompasses about 80$ of the to,$al Korean population. Everyone 

recognizes the fact that such activities as the Agrarian Development 

Movement are reaping truly brilliant results, Moreover, a marked economic 

betterment of the general populace has taken place as a result of activity 

in the mining and industrial fields in the last few years. However, it 

I is obvious that this life of misery and povert,y in which the Korean popula- 

tion had to gasp for breath under misgovernment for so many years cannot 

be cast aside overnight. 

,Recklessly putting faith in the exaggerated reports which friends 

and relatives who had come to Japan sent them in order t? bolster their 

own reputations, instantly believing the honeyed l*rords of coolie-recruiters, 

and day-dreaming about an easy life in Japan, they have.resolved to make 

the crossing in order to escape their lives of misery. When one considers 

the feelings of these perscns, he can't help being overwhelmed with 

sympathy for them, 

Since as previously stated, Korean economic conditions have 

gradually taken a turn for the better and culture, too, is being uplifted, 

in the future emigrants from Korea to Japan will undoubtedly decrease in 

number, However, for the present, it is believed that the phenomenon of 

the migration to Japan will continue under the pressure of reconciling 

natural resources with population and the desire to better themselves 

culturally, 

The following are the results of n personal survey of conditions 

which led Koreans noxlresident in Japan to resolve to leave Korea and 

migrate to Japan Proper. Results are based upon individual interviews 

of 8,154 laborers residing in Kyoto-shi in 1935. 

1, Because of difficulty in making a living in 

Korea - 2,778 persons - 34.1%. 

2. In order to find employment 2nd %nke itheir %FI?LA&~~ 

in 

3. In 

Japan 2,547 persons 

make money -- 

-- 31.2%. 

1,149 persons -- L&.1%. 
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There are other reasons as well, but the substance seems 

to be the matter of economic hardships at home. Total figures of the 

above indicate that 79.4% of those surveyed left t‘neir native land for 

economic reasons. Other incentives were: 

1. Felt drawn to Japan - 746 persons - 9.1%. 

2. Desired better living conditions - 390 persons - 4.8%. 

3. Summoned (By family, relatives, friends, husband, etc.)-- 

1,149 persons --l-4.1$. 

Of the above, those dra?vn to Japan or came to 

better their living conditions would seem to 'have been moved by cultural 

incentives. However, these factors, also, are probably fundamentally 

based upon economic sources. 

Of 4,278 persons, drawn primarily frorz laboring circles, 

who were interviewed in Hyogo-ken in 1937, 3,236 persons or 75.65% 

came because of difficulty in makinga living, and 565 persons or 

13.2% came to find employment and make their fortune. Thus, 88% of 

the total,is.clearly based upon economic factors. Surveys made of 

unmarried persons seem for the most part to hear out these results'. 

Results of a survey of 11,839 laborers in Osaka-fu in 1932 

indicate that about 83% came to Japan because of difficulty in making 

a living at home. 

Surveys made in Tokyo-fu bear out these results in the main. 

All of the aforegoing examples illustrate the fact that most 

of the Korean immigration between annexation and the present was due to 

economic factors. 

Doubtless the demand and absorption of Korean labor by 

economic circles in Japan, rrhich will allow no halt in development, 

provide a partial basis for Korean migration to Japan. Particularly 

of late, maritime provisions and other general conditions have exerted 

pressure and become a rather powerful motivating factor. 

III. STATUS OF KOFEANS FtXSIDENT IN JAPAN. I__----- 

(1) Trgnd of kugmentation. 

As a result of Japanese annexation of Korea in 1910, inter- 

course between Japan Proper and Korea became completely unfettered, but 
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at that time very few persons were immigrating to Japan from Korea, 

The number of resident-Koreans at the end of 1914 was only 3000 C;,+ 

however, it gradually increased as follows: 

7 I 

1914 i 1924 1934 
1 

, 
I 

; 1935 ' 1936 1937 

! 
I 

1 

1 3,000 j 118,000 537,000 1 625 , 000 690,000 
I 
1 735,000 1 , 

The trend of augmentation during these few years is 

astonishing with annual increases of W,OOO to 80,000. For a time in 

the past there was a marked tendency on the part of many immigrants to 

"seek their fortune" - to make some money and then to return to their 

native villages; However, in late years more rind more immigrants have 

come to settle permanently. This is illustrated b;r the increase in the 

number of families and the convergence of the numoers 'of males and females. 

In 1926, the Korean immigrant-population n,umbcred 140,OO 1, with families 

numbering 13,OM. However, the 1934 population was 530,000, vrith families 

numbering 89,000. Thus, while the population increased slightly more 

than four-fold, the number of families increased to a figure almost eight 

times that of 1926. 

Further, in 1912 there were 600 males per 100 females, but 

this ratio of males and females has gradually narrowed to 250 males 

per 100 females in 1931, 183 in 1934, and 156 in June, 1937. 

(2) State of Distribution, 

Although the Koreans are scattered throughout every fu and - 

ken in Japan, they are especially concentrated in urban industrial areas, -. 

The state of distribution in JJne, 1937 is as follows: 

Osaka-fu 231,000 

Hyogo-ken 63,000 

hi&i-ken 59,000 

Tokyo-fu 59,000 

Fukuoka-ken 48,000 

Yamaguchi-ken 33,000 

Hiroshima-ken 20,000 
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Kanagawa-ken 

Hokkaido 

14,000 

12,000 

Gifu-ken 11,000 

In other words, Osaka had the greatest number - about l/3 

of the total Korean poTul.ation in Japan, IJext were Hyogo, kichi, Tokyo, 

Hyoto, and Fukuoka, each having about 50,OO:) to 60,000 resident Koreans. 

Then came Yamaguchi, Hiroshima, Kanag.?lfa, Hokkaido, Mfu, etc., each 

with a considerable number of Korean residents. There are other fu and 

ken which have a Korean resident population, and in these, as well, the 

majority is concentrsted in a few prosperous industrial cities. By 

seeking to preserve their language, customs, 2nd mode of life, Korean 

communities in Japan seem to be modeled after conr:unities in Korea. 

This is due to the fact that most of the Koreans arc from agricultural 

villages and are of an extremely lov: cultural level. Furthermore, even 

after immigrating to Japan, they usually engage in manual labor, and 

many of them continue to be members of lower classes. 
\ 

Naturally, "birds 

of a feather flock together". The Korean community, namely the slum 

districts, is viewed as a common-sense solution for modern conditions. 

However, such an unseemly ?hcnomenon for a city of culture is a source 

of grave concern from the point of public morals, sanitation, etc. 

(3) Occupational Status, 

A consideration of occupational status, reveals that since 

about 60% of the resident-Koreans arc illiterate and very few possess 

special skills, most of them must engage in manual labor. As a result I 

certain natural fixed limitations have arisen with resoect to place 

of employment, and of late years the Korean labor market has fallen into 

a state of saturation. It is regrettable that as the newcomers increase, 

the old timers are kicked up-stairs by entrepreneurs, and that,exposed 

to the perils of unemployment, many persons fall into the free labor 

status of ragmen. In spite of the present general trend toward mitigation 

of unemployment, unemployment among Korcsns has not diminished to any 

great extent. This is illustrated by the ratio of Korean unemployed to 

total unemployed, In 1927, it was 7.2$, but in June of 1937, this ratio 

had increased to 15.9%. 
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In June, 1937, the 390,000 employed Koreans were engaged 

in the following pursuits: 

learned pursuits 1,600 

Mercantile pursuits 

Laborers 

Miscellaneous 

49,000 

310,000 

20,000 

Of the 310,000 laborers, 90,OW (about 30%) are land-workers* Z 

and the remaining 28,OOQ include 13,OQO factory rrorkers, 13,000 miners, 

11,000 middlemen;. etc. It is worthy of notice that laborers constitute 

80% of the employed Koreans. 

(4) Living Conditicns. 

One can tell, even from =. superficial cxamination,that with \ 

few exceptions, Koreans lead miserable lives. There are those who live 

in sod-covered or dugout hovels along the road or in structures which 

they build as squatters on others1 la& It has already been related 

how many others live cramped in unsani+tary, stuffy tenements and work 

in the great slum areas. The principal causes of the wretched nature 

of their lives are thought to be not only old customs but also their 

extremely meager income. 

According to surveys, the average 1household monthly income 

income in Tokyo-fu is that the ovcr;ihelming majority were common laborers 

and coolies -- the former having an average monthly wage of 27 yen 78 sen, 

and the latter making no more tnen 19 yen 60 sen. Gince income is, for 

the most part, very low, it is inescapable that the living standard also 

be low. 

However, oddly enough, the Korean resident in Japan actually 

had a'considerable surplus. This fact attests to his resignation to a 

low standard of living and his zeal in frugality, Average monthly house- 

hold expenditures in Tokyo-fu were 25 yen 88 sen, leaving an average 

monthly sur~~lus for the family of 1 yen 50 sen. Average expenditures 

in Kyoto-shivrere 40 yen 6 sen leaving a surplus of 6 yen 15' 

Osaka-fu, average expenditures were 39 yen 84 sen, leaving a 

6en. In 
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Regarding the disposition of these excess funds, according 

to the Kyoto-shi survey, savings constituted 47%, and remittances to 

Korea amounted to 43%. The savings are proof of their steadfastness. 

The foreign remittances are believed to be due to the large number of 

persons they left in their native Land who need their financial assistance. 

(5) Educational Status. 

The educational level of 690,000 Korean residents in 1936 

was as follows: 

College level -- 

Technical schocl level 

0.24% 

0.37% 

Xiddle school level 8,144 1.33% 

Primary school level 224,751 36.42% 

Illiterates 342,988 55.61% 

Children of school age 
not attending school 

Children of pre-school 
age 73,722 

As Indicated by the above, the educational level is generally 

low, with an illiteracy rate of over 50%. 

In other words, 340,1300, DT 565 of the 620,000 remaining 

after excepting children of ore-school age fronthe 690,000 total number, 

are completeljr illiterate. The greater nroportion of the remainder are 

persons of primary school level. Relatively fe:qr persons have on education 

of middle school level or above, numbering only 10,000. Gince school 

attendance is mandatory for Korean children in Japan and since school 

attendance has been encourqed in each fu and ken, the number of children - 

in primary school in 1936 reached 55,000 or a school attendance ratio of 

about 60%~ This indicates excellent results particularly in view of the 

fact that the school attendance ratio in Korea for 1935 was only 25%. 

Students attending middle schools, technical schools, and colleges 
. 

numbered 9,800 in June of 1937, and there is an annual increase tendency. 

It should be observed that a great many of these students return to Korea 

upon graduation. 
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(6) Crime Conditions. UNCLASSIFIED 

Cut of such conditions, many crimes arisej such as controversies 

between Jqanese and Koreans and theft, fraud, etc., on the oaart of the 

Koreans. Rather surprisingly general crime statistics reveal that despite 

the strong efCects of tiheir environment at-d their disposition to "seek 

their fortune", the Korean crime rate, in comparison with the 2.2% ratio 

of Japanese in 1934, is quite low. 

From all outward ri?oearances, their "outlook" has taken a 

sharp turn for Vnne better since the recent Incident. However, since a 

considerable number of persons has, in the past, been engrossed in 

movements of various doctrines Ifnose keynote was racy prejudice, special 

attentkon should be accorda‘ the contriving of a?-,ropriate leadership for 

the uoutlookll of the many Korean students who attend Japanese middle 

schools and institutionsof higher learning. 

(7). Status of Japanization. 

Koreans,who have been residents of Japan for a long time, 

naturally are being Japanized, and in recent years the number of those 

endeavoring on.thoir own to become JapanLzed has shown a marked increase. 

This tendency seems to h3ve become especially marked after 

authorities recently began g&iv&y to encourage the Japanization movement. 

Needless to say, the true meaning oL c "Japanizotion'l lies in a definite 

grasp of consciousness ,of being Jspanese. 

At this point we shall undertake a survey of tendencies which 

have appeared: 

To begin Jtith, in late years 3 rem.wkable nmber of Koreans 

have learned the Japanese langu~t. At the end of 1936, they numbered 

187,000 or a,bout 307 of the total; 233,000 or about 37% had some knowledge 

of Japanese; and the remaining 233,000 had no grasp of the language. This 

is a matter requiring special attention, since an understanding of the 

Japanese language is the all-important key to perfection of social existence. 

Secondly, many persons have gradually come to use a Japanese 

name jointly with their Korean name. According to the Kyoto-shi survey of 

1935, 45% also used a Japanese name, and th-is practice is equally prevalent 

in other area6* This is due to the fact that from occupational and other 
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standpoints, use of a Japanese name is advantageous in every respect. 

Thus, since it had become more and more desirable'-to-fake a Japanese- 

style name from birth, in 1937 the authorities made it possible to add 

a Japanese name to the name of an infant. 

Last, intermarriage of Japanese and Koreans has tended to 

increase rapidly of late. According to the Kyoto-shi survey in 1935, 

there were 94 instanace of intermarriage; in 0saka-fuTi.n 1935, there 

were 85 such instances; and in Kcbe-shi in 1935, there were 78 cases 

of intermarriage recorded. 

Since there have been no slurveys in other areas, no 

definite information is avaiilblc, but it is certain that intermarriages 

have taken place. With the deepening of mutual nnderstsnding between 

Korean and Japanese, this tendency shall ~Q-O~W in the future. 

Iv. THE IWORT.ilXCE OF TE :r_;T';DR OF KCREANS RDSIDEi\~'IN JAPAN 
.- A-------* 

Before undertaking a discussion of the living conditions of 

Koreans resident in Japan let us consider what the results would be in 

the future if the current disposition is left unchanged. 

Obviously, if the present disnosition were altered, there 

would be no hope for narrnonizin2 of the relationship of Japanese and 

Koreans. It would become difficult to brin-r r, about happiness for Korean 

immigrants, and eventually "-heir existence would become entirely isolated 

from Japanese life. Ws a result, the unity of national mobilization 

would be impeded, thereby seriously affectinp the advancement of our 

national destiny. 

These reflections lead one to believe that the problem of 

Koreans resident in Japan is of great significance from the aspect of 

national prosperity and increased welfare of the Koreans, 

(1) Importance from the Standpoint of the Advancement of 

National Destiny. 

in Japan 

As this number has 

has finally achieved 

increased, the 

a significance 

problem of Koreans resident 

that will influence the 

progress of our national destiny. 
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First of all, the Koreans, as members of the community, are 

in a position that is important from the asoect of aqmenting total 

national strength. In the second place, since most of them are manual 

laborers, they have become the principal source of Japanese labor. 

Third, their attitude is important with respect to bwlde&icate relations 

with the Korean Government. Fourth, they possess significance as a touch- 

stone for Japanese development. 

A, Importance of Strengthening the Tendency toward National 

Coalition. 

As previously stlted , the number of Korean residents has 

steadily increased until no'rri it exceeds 700,300 or 1% of Japan's popula- 

tion. If this increase tendency is maintained, ?rithin 10 years this 

number will reach 1,500,OOO or 2% of the ponulatior.. &en today Korean 

residents constitute more than 5s of the total population in Osaka 

prefecture, 

in Japanese 

If number alone is considered, since it is simply an increase 

come from Korea, it possesses significance only from the 

standpoint of the general population problem, and should cause no survrise 

or alarm from the standpoint of the Korean problem. The importance of 

the problem lies in the fact that the standards of culture, customs, habits, 

and language diffcr'radically from those of Japan. 

Since the majority of the Koreans in Japan are laborers of 

very little education, they are easil;r influenced by rumor, and there is no 

assurance that certain elements among them might not act rebelliously. 

As expressed in Emperor Meiji's poem "The unanimity of 

10,000,000 citizens is a country's road to greatnessll. In short, the 

foundation of a country's orosperitg lies in com?lcte national unity. 

A situation, such as the Tresent one, in lrhich 700,000 fe.llV;r countrymen 

in Japan exist isolated from Japanese lifd can hardly be termed a perfect 

society. 

This condition is felt with particular keeness in the present 

emergency, We should not be contemptuous of the relatively high numb&r 

of Koreans who are cooperating in national defense and are engaging in 

rear echelon defense. Today it is most urgent that this attitude should be 
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strengthened and that every Korean should be treated in such a way that 

deep down in his heart he will become a Japanese. 

B .* Importance as a Source of Labor. 

390,000 Koreans resident in Japan (55%) are employed, 

and 310,000 or 80% of these (as of + 4he end of June, 1937) are laborers. 

Since, according to the latest census figures, (1930), the total of laborers 

engaged in industry, mining, transport, etc. in Japan is '7,050,000, a 

comparison shows that 4.55 of the laborers in Janan are Koreans. In Osaka 

Prefecture, 17% are Koreans. =In examination of these conditions reveals the 

very considerable importance of Korean labortrs to the Japanese labor 

market. idost of these laborers arc engaged in constructicn .t-ork, fibre 

industries, and machine and chemical industries. Since they generally are 

submissive and industrious and wili work for relatively 10~ wages, they 

are welcomed by industrialists. Today they form an indispensable labor 

supply in Osaka and other important industrial cities. Their great 

services in the development of industry in modern Japan must be recognized. 

Although obviously the role of Korean laborers in Japanese 

industry fill gradually gain in importance ae future cmcrcencics develop, 

since many of them are illiterate and possc~s nc special skills, inL,.-,:,i-l 

dustrialists will not be able to place complete confidence in them. From 

these factors, the urgency and deco significance of the problem of Koreans 

resident in Japan may )-x easily understood. 

c. Importance as a Touchstcnr. of Japanese Develoament. 

Third, the Korean problem has importance as a touchstone 

for the development of Japancsc hegemony in thL Orient. The most im- 

portant element in the development of a race is the unanimous support 

of other races* Therefore, the embracing and equalization of 700,000 

Koreans in Japan is a promise of cofraternity to 23m,300 new brothers 

in Korea and demonstrates our ability to absorb millions of Orientals. 

The firing at Lukow Bridge in 1931 was the turning point, and now the 

Asiatic Situation has changed lirith the Japanese race ready to transform 

the world with its deep ra'cial feelings. In order to succeed in this 

great racial undertab-ng, a solutinn of the problem of Koreans resident 

in Japan is a prerequisite. 
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D. Importance from the Standpoint of Governing Korea. 

Koreans resident in Japan has a considerable effect on the governing 

Last, we must consider the fact that the problem of 

of Korea, This is due to the passage back and forth beMeen Japan and 

Korea of about 100,000 Koreans each year,, the close relations between 

resident Koreans and their relatives and frBends at home, the flourishing 

exchange of students) etc. Consequently; the method of handling the 

various problems concerning Koreans in Japan immediately influences the 

minds of Koreans in Korea, and has a tendency to give rise to suspicion 

even in the basic policies of Korean government4 Administration in 

Korea has been admirable due to the efforts of successive Governor& 

General, but several factors indicate that it is not enough that they 

devote themselves wholeheartedly to governinS Korea. The special effort 

of the Korean government to let Koreans resident in Japan go their way 

as they have orevioasly, has always been threatened by some quarters I 

in Japan, and ultimate success is fraught with difficulties. 

The Korean government is the affair of the Korean gcople. 

It is essential that it strive with mtasused steps for the increased 

happiness in the spirit of Ja?snese-Korean joint leadership. 

(2) Importance from the Standpoint of the increased happiness 

of Koreans in Japan. 

All &panese subjects desire that the imperial command of 

"universal brotherhoodIt, which -was pronulgatod long ago, should achieve 

concrete realization for our new brothers so that their haoJiness may - . 

be assured, harmonious unity of Japanes e and Koreans may be achieved, 

and cooperation for the sake of natkonal growth may be secured. 

However, since, as has been stated, the Korean imC.grants, who 

increase in numbers year by year, settle densely throughout Japan and 

continue to live just as they did in Korea, they are only rarely assimilated 

into Japanese life. It is obvious that a citizen's hars?inoss is achieved 

only when he becomes a Japanese fro.2 the bottom of his heart. If the 

present disposition -irere changed, the Korean castes i-Jould gain wide appeal, 

and the opportunity of becoming Japanese would vanish. 
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A survey at the present situation clearly reveals the following 

facts. Host Koreans do not understand either Japanese language or Japanese 

cust omso Since they have no skills, they are naturally.limited in their 

sphere of occupations and must be content with relatively 10~; wages. As 

a result, they cannot raise their standard of living and many of them 

are forced to lead wretched lives. Since not only their unhappiness 

but also that of their children is involved, it is a real loss to the 

stote. Intelligent Koreans have been quick to observe this point and 

spontaneously have advocated ass-dilation into the Japanese community, 

but unfortunately the majority h2ve not concurred. Since this is the 

result of their Extremely 107~ educational level, it is essential that 

they be truly and devotedly led yEit! tbc cooporation of the citizenry 

and be gradually assimilated. 

T&s we can assert that the problem of Koreans resident in 

Japan is one which must SC invcstigatcd for the incrcasod ?Telfare of the 

Koreans. A proper solution of this problem will be answer to the 

Imperial Command that "Thc ~ople should bc caressed by the Zmperor(s 

love and their welfare furt!leredll. 

V. JAPMESE IL~IIGILTION PROBLMS hND TEE PZOGYXSZ OF ?bKSLmS DESIG>&'D -a---L- 

TO COPE -iUTH THE KOREX lXBLEXS. ------- 

(1) Immigration Problems. 

A. Increase in Irronigration and Unemployment. 

Many Koreans 11ave sought s pesccful living in Japan and 

year after year have come to settle in Japan, but have they been able 

to realize their cherishc-d dream? 

As the demland for labor in construction industries increased 

after the earthquake disaster in the Taisho Era, the immigration of Korean 

laborers spurted upmrS. &.-sever, very fe-3 cithcr kne-1 the Japanese 

language or had any special skills and they ilrcrz relegated to unskilled 

labor such as construction, coolies, etc. Since the beginning of the 

Showa Era, an unprecedented change for the worse has occurred due to -the: 

severe financial depression. Due to the fact that there was no survey in 

1927 and 1928, a detailed statement is impossible; but according to the 
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report of the Sociali.relfarc Office of the W.n.istry of Hone Affairs for 

1928, the number of persons rrho may bz assumed to be unemployed reached 

310,051. Of this number, Korean unemployed amounted to 24,000 or a little 

less than 9% of the 270,050 Koreans in Japan at the timer Since this 

financial depression affected Korea as well as Japan, there was not .thc 

slightest decr:ase in immigration. On the contrary, there eras a gradual 

increase in. the numoer of im?igrnnts who wine in the expectation that "if 

we go to Japan, perhaps there will be a job". Due to the intensification 

of the financial de>rsssion, the number of unemployed Koreans steadily 

mounted, reaching 42,O'X in' 1931 and increasin to 62,000 in 1932; of the 

463,000 Koreans resident in Japan that year, over 13$ were unemployed 

and rrcre subject to unem@cyyent eizrgency measures. These Korean laborers 

had to ?X employed in man&al labor due to their ignorance of the language 

and lack of ability, and consequently their income was lovr. Since even 

in ordinary times-they have difficulty in zsking both ends meet, the 

financial depression affect& them profoundly. The plcnsant life in 

Japan of which they had drLamcd 11'as cruelly brought to nzught, Those 

itiw found employment yrere situated in work that was unfamiliar to them. 

For most, it was simply a continustion of the povzty in Korea, and a 

rcsetition of the sti-ugglc for cxistcnce. Conscqucntly, there was an 

increase in the number of thcsl: b;ho impeded Japanese-Korean conciliation. 

(2) Protccticn of Koreans and Termination of 3~less Immigration. 

Although Koreans aimlessly immigrated durinq thi: period of 

immigration fcvcr, they could not find suitcblc positions. hs a result, 

except for those v:ho brought something b aside fond hopes when they left 

home, most of the Korean immigrants were reduced to beggary. 

On the other hand, since oddly enough, there is a tcndcncy 

for business men to wlcome healthy ne:rrcomers from Korea, older immigrants 

lost their positions to the nwcomors. As previously stated, this is 

simply due to the fact that the abilities and nature of the Korean limits 

his sphere of occupation, and t!lc Lbor mark& cannot indefinitely 

assimilate'such labor. 

In any event, the increase in Kcrcan unemployed could not be 

ignored. Since late 1928 IFThen the situation first became apparent, 

the w.hhoriti~s have urged thtisc aimlc.ss nigrwts to roturn to Korea. 
-2% 
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Simultaneously, they labored on bchaif of thos; rho came with positions 

assured by expediting their passage and by assisting then after arrival. 

Such has bezn the policy up to the present day, and it seems 

possible to askcrt that the decrease in Korean unemployment of recant 

years is entirely a result of this policy of assistance. The highest 

point was reached in 1932 with 62,000; the follo~ting year had 60,000; 

1934 had 53,000;1935 had 56,000; 1936 had 51,OOO;and in ScptMoer 1937, 

42,000 were receiving assistance. Of course, 
i 

improved industrial. con- 

i 

4 

c 
ditions were the general basis of the decrease in unsmoloyment; but if 

the present policy had not been adopted, the number of Korean unemployed 

would probably have remained high due to their limited occupational 

sphere. 

Even today the ratz of Korean unemplo,ment decrcasc is much 

lower than that of the Japanese. A survey of the percentago of total 

unemp.loyed shows that Koreans coz?rised 7,7$ in 1929, 9 $ in 1931, 15.9% 

in 1933, 16.1$ in 1935, 16,1$ in 1936, and 15.25 in September 1937. 

As explained in detail "hove, authorities have discouraged 

rash immigration of Koreans so that they :riil net sncounter unexoectcd 

misfortunes, By the execution of this policy, the standard of living 

of Koreans already resident in Japan has been protected. 

. (3) Develo~rnmt of tic policy Toward Koreans Resident in Japan, 

The official attitude toward Koreans resident in Jaoan has 

varied from time to time. For purposes of this discussion, the subject 

shall be divided into the "do-nothing" period, the fusion period, and 

the assimilation 7criod. 

‘I . Wo-Nothing Period" (annexation - 1922). 

The term "do-nothing': period" indics-tcs the I.2 year 

period from annexation to 1922. During this nericd, annual nw arrivals 

numbered from 10,OOU to .X0,000. Since mosL of them returned to Korea, 

no particularly annoying prcblcms arose between the Japanese and Koreans. 

. Such being the case, neither the authoritits nor bhe people took any special 

countermoasuros, nor u-as thcrc any real nwessity for such Iction. 

B .* Fusion Period (1922 -.1933). 

Later, however, Korcsn im,Tigrstion rapidly increased, 

resulting in a greetly enlarged Korean rcsidcnt-copulation, The number of 
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more than 38,000 immigrants in 1921 was surpassed by the 59,000 number 

of 1922, and in 1923, the figure exceeded 80,000. This tendency toward 

increase attracted gsneral attention, but the Korean problem became of 

gcnzral scciological impcrt Cth the unfortunate incident at the time of 

the Earthquake disaster in 1923. In every sphcrc of society the scrious- 

ness of the Korean problem eras felt more acutely and was the cause of . 

widespread alarm. Nevc3rthciess L, the tcndcncy toward an increase in 

Korean residents continued unabated year after y~sr. As a result, 

Jspancse-Korean fusion came to be advocated and in each locality, fusionist 

bodies, supported by volunteers, grz:; up like bamboo sprouts after a rain. 

Japancsc-Korean> fusion period was one in yfhich c:pits1 wzs quickly amassed. 

Although there were variations in conditions -.+%th the times the era of 

fusion continued unti.11933. 

The leading spirits of the fusion era :ras the policy of 

economic and cultural equality for Jayanesc and Koreans and a fusion 

based upon this equality. 

The government itself did not institute progressive 

measures, but rather took th,: attitude that this should be a voluntary 

pJbiic enterprise. It did no more than to grsnt subsidies to private 

cntcrpriscs and to encourage them. Thus private fusion groups sprang up 

without any control, and, as 2 result, fear achieved t.hc dcsircd result'. 

Only the Jz?ancse-Korean Associations in Osak?. (Established 

in 1924), Kanagslm Prefecture (Establishcd,l925), and Kyogo PrcfCcture 

(Estnblishcd 1925) cooper&cd -:rith pnf~ct~. Ural wthoritics and achieved 

some r,osults. Of the rest, it was oflen rumored that Jspsncsc-Korean 

fusion had been exploited. 

Thzsc circ~mstanccs betrayed the er<pcctations of resident 

Koreans and bitterly disappointed them, resulting in quzrrcls wLi:ith the 

Japznesc. Furthermore, the attempt made to achicvc Japanese-Korcsn equality 

despite the differences in standards of culture fell short of happiness for 

the Koreans and ended in total failure. 

(4) Era of Lssimilation (after 1934). 

In the fusion and assimilation of two races', mutual love and 

respect are requisite. Xthout mutual love 2nd respect, assimilation is 

impossible. 

-29- 
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The government gav; social thoug1ht to this point and recognized 

tie necessity for a reinvestigation cf ihe previous policy. In October 
-::-1 

1933, Idr. Horida, an official of the Social Affairs Office of the 

XLnistry of Borne &ffairs was dispatched to Korea whore he investigated 

general conditions and endeavored to formulate a basic policy. There- 

after, study gradually progrcsscd and on 7 &arch 1934, the following 

principals mot and conferred on 
-::2 

a policy for handling tht problem: 

X!. Niwa ,thc Chief of the Social Affairs Bureau of the Ministry of 
3:- 3 -:'f+ 

Home Affairs; blr. Tomita , Chief of Social Affairs Office; I&+. l?asega3*ra , 
'?5 

Chief of the 0ccupat:ons Section; 1:r. Xakazato, Chicf of Docujilents Section 
-36 “7 

of ? olice Bureau; Xr. %geng,Administrati?c Official; "_Ir. Kawsda-' , 
.;:.g 

Vice-Ninister of Colonizl Affairs; 12, Ikona, Kcaci of the Management 
-:g 

Bureau; Mr. Imai, Inspector-Oencrzl 
-:!-I() 

of the iiorcan ;ovornmcnt-General; 
SF11 

Mr. Yiatanabe , Head of the Bureau of Education and kir. Tanaka , Head 

of the Foreign Affairs Section. On the 26th of October of the same year 

the Governmental policy mas finally scttled.a The former policy -jns 

abandoned, and the government bent nci;' offorts to solution of the problem. 

The qovertmxnl undertook the protccticn and guidance of Koreans rcsidcnt 

in Jasn. It attemptid to improv,: the Korean standard of living and to 

enlighten the average Jnpancse citiznn so that hc might apprccistc the 

bettor cqualitics of the Korean. 

The Osab authoritirs, -.iho :x.rc harassed by th,: grco.t increase 

in Koreans, promptly sax the r;icrit of the Govcrnmcnt policy and organized 

the Osaka Japanese-Korean Conciliation and Rcscarch Committoo, 2nd on the 

19th of Scptombor cmbarkcd upon a concrete policy based upon the conciliation 

policy of the govornmcnto Exccllcnt rcsul:s havL bacn obtsincd. 

%2 .+ q 
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In 1936, the govcrment, in nam of harmony, drew up a 

budget of 5OjOOO yen and launched the n&ion-wide enterprise under the 

aegis of the Social Affairs Bureau of the Xkinistry of Home Affairs+ 

VI. THE CF?GXLTIOU OF T:HE LBMXTY ?ROJECT AND ITS IZSSSrJTJ. -i--VP.--- 

(1) Operation of the Harmony Project. 

In the past, various measures have been dcvlsed and put into 

effect in order to ?romotc the ~lfsrc of Koreans resident in Japan and 

to cncouragc hamony and cooperation; ho‘nrever, as s.hovrn above these 

masur~s had Japanizstion *as the keyrstc, and there was no w.y to reach 

this objcctivc: except by Lorotccting and enli+,cning the KOTC~X. ks 

a result of various invuetigsticns, the ?o-mmmnt detided on a new policy 

toward Koreans resident in Japan, 2nd in 1936, it instituted an enterprise 

under the mm uHarmny Project," to mbr~co the cntirc country under one 

leadership and policy, 2nd aopropriatcd about 50,000 yen for its expenses. 

Results are as indicated by the Xinistor of the Dmerial !Busc- 

hhald at-the-. Prclirninnry Confercncc of the Head of the Educational Affairs 

Division, Head of the Police Division, Head of the SociallZffairs Division, 

etc. and by the Confcrencc of PrcPoctuw.1 Governors hold in July of 1936 

(seo beloT?). Moreover, in August of thn snm year a commnication covering 

the details was issued to the regional a?uthorities, outlining the purport 

of the measurc as well as explaining the govcrmcntts attitude and policy. 

Thus the Harmony Project with its new nission YS born ir! 1936. 

(2) IfissLon of tk Harmony Projcct, 

A* The Concrete Realization of the kpcrisl Ccmmnd of 
S-1 

'tUniversal Brotihcrhoodl' . 

If iie were to answer in a l-lord tht-- question Vhat is the 

mission of the Harmony ProjcctR", mo could sag that it is to rcalizc 

concretely the kpcrial Con?and of lfUnivcrsal Brothcrhood.fl 

The Enpcror vrho gave us th- c abovc con,nnd devoted profound 

thought to tine enjoyment of peace under nm fmtwnal knevolcnce, and 

proclaimed in the linperixl Edict of &nexation pronulgatcd in 1910, 

%l IsHlD%II~ -- y#L jig 42 
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* Vk, the Emperor, take the people under our direct love and protection 

and Csh to promote their rs?elf?rc." In the Imperial Edict on hdministrativc 

of the Emperor, there shall not 

promulgated in 1919, the 

of universal brot;?crhood toward these people l;:ho arc under the love and 

Emperor proclamed, "As loyal subjects 

be the slightest deviation from the policy 

,., protection of the Emperor." 

The Project has as its fundamental spirit this linpsrial wish 

for lluniversal brotherhoodl', makes its mission the concrete realization 

of this wish, and has as its aim 2 policy of assimilation. 

In other j:.ords, th, missicn of the Hwmqy Project is (1) to 

furnish direction to the Korsan-born cor?p.:triots rcsidcnt in Japan with 

Japanization as thi keynote, (2) to dmiisc imprwemcnt of their living 

conditions (3) to enlighten the average mtivc J??anosc by promoting his 

understanding of Koreans end his rccognitinn nf the importance of this 

Project; and (4) to cncourag- harmony and coapcr:tion lbct~rccn the two 

pcoplcs, v,ith the intention of complctc J-panization. 

B. The Japanization of Koreans. 

(1) Improvcmcnt of Life, Stabilization of &sidcncc, and 

Mixed Kesidcncc. 

Since in p12nninCz the J-.paniz?iion of thz Koreans, the 

first csscntial is to plan for improv,ncnt of lifc,stnbiliz?tion of 

residence, and mixed residtnce, with native Japanese this undcrta!ci.ng 

socks to improve the lift of the Koreans v bv 2rctzctine 2nd cnllahtcning them, 

while at the same time directing them toerd thd sfcrzczid mixed residence 

f and stabilized residence. 

. Howcvcr, since the Kcrzans resident in Japan display 

remarkable differcnccs in lsnguag:a, customs, living st?ndard, etc. from 

the native Japanese, it is difficult to bc nblc to expect any improvcmcnt 

in life or stabilization of rcsidbncc Lvcn though they arc trcatcd just 

like nativ:: Japanese in all points of cducction, rcsidcncc, etc. To say 

that thsy are treated just 2i.k; Ja,anesc seems at-first glance to imply 

equality, but actually this is not the USC* For Gxamplz when a young 

Kcrwn who dots not understand J~~o~ncsc too ~11 enters primary school, 

. 
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he is educated in the same way 

really no other way to promote 

Z.S a native Japancsc boy. There is 

th, hap.s-,iness of these people than to 

provide m~asurcs to co2e vtith actual conditions~ Accordingly, the 

' Harmony Project, taking into consideration the differences of language, 

custom) human nature, living standard, etc.,~secks to improvc their 

life by providing separate simplified education, employment) household 

economy management * etch, in order to protect and enlighten the Korean 

resident, '&is impro;Vemant in their life ~5.11 probably result in a 

natural stabilization of their r:sidcnco , and gradually lead to mixed 

residence with native Japanese. A constant rcsidcnce movcmcnt like that 

of the Koreans today is net conducive to that friendly Japanese spirit 

of neighborliness ?Chich has bczn epitomized "Three houses -- two neighbox9. 

As a resuLLt, they lack permanency, and it is difficult for them to merge 

into Jn-lanese life. 

Since this is the case, -<<hat is the aim of improvement? 

It is, of course, LO furnish a gradual lcadershi;r, \rri,th a viw to attaining 

fluency in the Japanese langungc, familiarity Smith Japanese customs and 

m'cres, understanding of the Japanese character, and proximity to the 

standard of living of the native Jzpancse. 

The furnishing of protection to Koreans resident in 

Japan and the betterment of their lift by no moans implies giving them - 

material aid, but actually means furnishing the lcndership to oncourage 

tnem to better t&ir lot by their o;?n efforts. &Aerial crotcction yrould 

do more harm than good. 

2. Living Improvcmcnt -:+th Jn?anization 3s Keynote. 

Next, the! Harmony 2ro;act , having improved the Korcansf 

living both materially and spiritually, plans their Jsoanizationr In 

other words, improvzncnt in tllcir living is :>1ann5cd by providing proper 

employment, housing, etc., and their rcsidcncc is stabilized near the 

lC?Vd of that of the nltivc Japanese. Eowever, at the same time there 

is the mission of attc.ining spiritual Jclpanization beginning with the 

outvJa.rd Jc.panization of the Koreans' customs, mores, etc. For this 
%l 

purpose Xoral Reform Societies have been established in the various 

localities, each vJith its dirsctor Xho is mainly in charge of lcadcrship 

in Japanization. 
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lit first glance it is not difficult to imagine that 

this would seem unpleasant to the Koreans and be accompanied by hard- 

ships on them. Nevertheless, since Koreans are Japanese subjects, and 

since, for the most part, they intend to spend the rest of their lives 

in this country, Japanese assimilation is fit and proper. It will be 

‘S impossible for these people to attain happiness unless they merge into 

Japanese life as in the proverb When in Rome, do as the Romans do." 

And how much more important it is for the second generation that their 

parents should change from their present + Uendency of isolation from 

Japanese life; otherwise, where can those of the second generation seek 

their place for peaceful living? Is it not pro??r that parents should 

suffer hardships for the sake of their childrtinfs welfare? 

Vihen we look at it from this point of vicTrr, xe come 

to understand how this policy of Jaxanese assimilation h:s the happiness 

of-the resident Koreans themselves as its first consideration. 

3. Rousing Protherly Low on the lart of the Average Japanese. 

Finally, the Harmony Project has as its mission the 

inspiration of an a%-areness of the Korean in his true character on the 

part of the native Japanese 2nd at the same time axakening of a con- 

sciousness of the xnportence of the Project itself, in order to encourage 

treatment of the Korean cs a good neighbor. The ?rojcct xi21 fail if 

all parties do not coopcrato tol:ard its success. 

It is essential tmt the cniivc Japanese should receive 

tne Koreans with open arms z1 ~3 give them kindly tre?tnent. 'Time and 

again historical facts she:: us that th? matter of race assimilation is 

begun by mutual understandin and perfcctcd by r-spect and kindness. In 

olden times many Koreans cxx to our country, in anwrcr to our invitation, 

in response to a yearning to be under Japancsc rule, or as prisoners of 

our troops. ToTward all these, the successive generations of the Imperial 

Family have accorded fine treatment, bestowing many favors upon them. 

Since the populace treated thorn in a similar friendly ':ay, they endeavored 

to become naturalized and assimilated. Thus, as a result of mutual respect 

and kindness, these people were com?letcly assimil-ted i nto the Japanese 

nation, and today hardly a trace of them remains. 
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However, in the prosent-day conditions of lack of 

mutual understanding, to expect assimilz.tion is similar to expecting 

pigs to fly, and shows a lack of thorough investigation of the origins 

of the.problem. It is necessary for the leaders to act in a pdsitive 

manner, so that the everage Japanese will adequately understand and 

fraternize with the Koreans. 

In other words, the Harmony Project aims to devise 

of rcsidcnt Koreans by tolling on the average 

UP his ignorance about the Korean, making him 

I aware of the importance of this Irojcct, rousing his brotherly love, and 

enlisting his support. 

The results stcldily attained by the assimilation policy, 

as stated above, 1~3.11 first of all promote the :rzlfarc of the resident 

Koreans, and further will probably bring about nztional harmony and 

cooperation, making a great contribution to the prosperity of the nation. 

VTl. OPEX~TIONAL STATE OF 'TE ?IREzf:ONY PROJECT. -- 

(1) Administrative Machinery of the Harmony Project, 

A. Central Agency. 

The Central Agency of thc‘Harmony Project is the Xnistry 

of Public !;iclf?re, the Project . being under the supervision of the 

Prosperity Bureau of that department. 

problem of Koreans resident in Japan had been under investigation of 

of the Socialliclfarc 

the central govorrnnent since 1933; however, since 

employment problem which provoked th? intcrcst of 

the Occupations Section of the 

Bureau of the Ministry of Homo 

it was the 

society at that time, 

The 

Korean un- 

Bussiness Division of the Socinl~elfare 

Rffzirs arbitrarily becamc its Central 

Awncy. Later it was transferrcid%tothhe Prosperity Section of ttit 

division to facilitate execution of its functions, and through the efforts 

of that section, evcntualljr a budget was established for it in 1935. 

After the establishncnt of the IEinistry of Public lvelfarc, in January 

Home Affairs, the Ministry of Ovcrsc~Afffairs, the Ministry of Education, 
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the Government-General of Chosen (Korea) etc ., and executes its functions 

under adequately strong control. 

5. Local Agencies. 

. 

In the local prefectures the Harmony Project is 

under the supervision of the Social Welfare Section of the Educational 

Affairs Division. The Superior Section of the Police Division (Police 

Superintendents, with the Japan-Korea Section), other branches related 

to the various administrative agancies and social affairs bodies handle 

its over-all enforcement, with close liaison with local connlissioners. 

Thirty fu and &, including Tokyo, Kyoto, Osaka, Kanagawa, Hyogo, Aichi, 

Fukuoka, Yamaguchi, Hiroshima, and others whew there are a comparatively 

large number of Korean-residents, have initiated the Project. 

(2) Harmony Project Bodies. 

A. Leadership and Control Bodies, 

Since it eras recognized that due to the nature of the 

Harmony Project and to local conditions much of its operation should 

properly be conducted by specially established bodies, the authorities 

encouraged the formation of very strong organizations. However, since 

these bodies w.crc incopablc of administering the operation of the Harmony 

Project as ,goncics of the capital, fu ana e, rather than seeking the - 

&cation of new bodies, othcr cxpedicnts such as settin up special 

' harmony divisions in the regularly established social -;rclfare associations 

were cncouragcd. & considerable national cxpcnditurc in gr?nts-in-aid 

VJZS made, and 30 bodies wcrc sot up in the thirty main fu and ken from - - 

the end of i936 through 1937. Among the;n the Osaka-fu -Harmony Society, 

the Kamgawa-ken Japan-Korea Harmony Society, the Hyogo-ken Japan-Korea 

Harmony society, and the NtlgasalbYken &pan-Korcn Harmony Society were 

reorganized and strengthened; moreover, new Harmony Cor%nittaes were 

created in Tokyo, Kyoto, Aichi, and Hiroshima. In each one the prefectural 

governor scrvcs as com.;?ittee head and the membership includes concerned 

public officials and persons of other cor?cerncd quarters. 

Harmony Sections were incor>oratcd into the Social Welfare 

Associations in the remaining 22 cases. 

-36- 
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B, Privately Operated rrotection Project Bodies, 

As projects established for the protection of Koreans 

resident in Japan, there are, besides the fu and ken Harmony Societies - - 

and Harmony Sections of the Socicl Bclfare Issocintions, the organizations 

of outright private protection. 12ost of thorn were organized after the 

great Kant0 earthquake by benevolent Japanese and Koreans who had as 

their objectives the protection of Korean residents and reconciliation 

of Japanese and Korclns. The prlncipai private organizations in Tokyo 
ia 

are the Brotherly Love Foundation Hall (lodging, housing, medical care, 
?B 

job referral, etc.), Coalition Association (lodging, subsistance relief, 

job referrals, etc.), and the Self-supporting Students Association {lodging, 

for young students, assistance in finding employment, lccturcs, etc.) 

Also, in Fukuoka-ken, there is the Japan-Korea Phil~nthropicnl Association 

(child protection, lodging, 2nd job~rcfcrrals). 

The necessity of special cooperation of priw.tcly 

established social ~clfare a::oncies in attaining th; objectives of the 

Harmony iProjoct is th:: same in this type of undertaking ?s in any other. 

Since the authorities dcmonstratc the operation of the Harmony Project 

by offering among the essential clsments of its operation the item "subsidy 

for superior organization&, sound devclopm.cnt of non-govcrnnontal organize- 

tions of Korean protcctivo project is anticipated. The Government is 

voluntarily issuing adequate grants-in-aid to these bodies, Horrcver , just 

as in the casc! of other undertakings, so long IS thcrc is doubt concerning 

the present cxcellcncc of the organization or concerning its possession 

of requisites for obtaining cxccllent results in ihc future, cnccurngcment 

should not be indiscriminately accorded. 

It must bc r:dmitted that in the future this spirit of 

generosity could go astray, There arc rr&ncrous instances of a fn::? inferior 

organizations blackening the reputations of the rest of the good ones. 

Hence it is estential that thz Coveinment should in the future select the 

especially excellent non-govcrnmontal bodies and, granting an adequate 

subsidy, ?nsh on hand in hand with then toward realizaticn of its objcctivas. 
-- - 

SlZaidan Eojin Soai Eaikan S2 Dyyjdc Kyvlqi 

. 
-37- 



(3) State of Government Regulation 2nd Control. 

This Project is a new undertaking and its substance is of 

extreme importance; hence especially thorough attention and prudent care 

have been paid to its regulation and control. The main features of the 

oclicy adopted by the Government are as follows; 

(1) Suggestions of the Report on the Fundamental 

Principles of the Operation of the Harmony 

Project (31August 1936). 

a. The Purport of the Harmony Project. 

In considcr?tion of the conditions contributing ' 

to the gradual incroas c of problems related to 

Koreans resident in Jsocn, thcrough strengthening 

of social welfare cstablis1~ments based on assimi- 

lation is planned. Thereby, the realization of 

an enriched nst:.onal life of :harnony and coopera- 

tion and the essence of co-cxistcncc <and co- 

prosperity is nnticipsted. 

b. Fundamental Elements of Operation of the 

Harmony Project. 

A. Matters rclstcd to investigation of living 

conditions of Koreans resident in Japan. 

I3. Expansion of education and cultural cstablish- 

merits, especially endeavoring in the develop- 

ment of nztionnl spirit. 

C. Pressing for reform in all phases of life- 

morals, housing, etc. 

D. Endeavor for protection and relief through 

social institutions concerned vrith economic 

protection, medical aid, and rclicf in general, 

E, Promise of thoroughness in police protection 

such as protection of persons returning to 

native land, crime prevention, actions of 

health facilities, &co 



F. Endeavor for wi.dcsprcad diffusion of 

UNCLASSIFIED the spirit of harmony and the promotion 

of national conciliation. 

c. Regulations for Operation of the Harmony Project, 

R. The Harmony Projcct,in the spirit of national 

solidarity, shnll operate systematically 

througlh united efforts of the govcrnent and 

the pecple vlith the rnrious institutions 

exercising their oyin discretion in accordance 

with conditiow in tl1oi.r rcqectivc zreas. 

B, There we nuillcrous inst=nccs in which the 

iiarmony Project nay best be jointly operstcd 

Qr iho branches of wrious connected govcrn- 

mcn:ei adCnistr-tivc organs, social welfare 

bodies, and district corn :issioncrs. Active 

coc?crztion frt?i t?cso qulrtors is cs52ntiz.l 

chiefly in cduc?ticn , wltural 3ci~vi.5,cs .d "A , 

and vsrious tj-p,c cl‘ r;-rotcction 2nd r2licf. 

IlCKVX-, in acccrcknw :-rith local conditic,ns, 

-1” ?“L ?r: som: ?!:?Y,:: in &zich opcr.-tion by 

:I~ ~r;i _ 11;~ c;, t.?'oisa:lcs km.on:~ <oili;: is deemed 

.i-~5.ncip21 -r2nolcs are* LL ./ . 

1, Various investigations and rcscarch 

projects ?ci-t2%ning 51 Koreans resident 

2. Promotion of school attcndxncc 2nd 

clementarg educ3tlon facllitics. 

. 3. Tcachmg of the Jq-nose language, 

Japanese ctiquctto, etc. 

. 4. Fostering of nat-izwl c'.lst3ms. 

5. Opcretion of b02 cl service (over-aiJ, 

, . aaTlnlswzUiic-l 3f social welfare 

institu%icris), 
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6, Operation of moral reform (expansion 

of moral reform societies). 

7. Encouragement of cleanliness and diffusion 

of the concept of sanitation. 

8. Reform and administration of housing and 

prevention of crowded housing. 

9. Encouragement of saving and establishment 

of mutual aid socictics. 

10. Exhaustive nzdiw.1 care such as medical 

orotccticn oc I persons suffering from 

morohinism, vaccination, inoculation 

against typhus, etc. 

11. Protection of ?crsons returning to their 

native place. 

12, Mediation of disagrecmcnts and disputes, 

13. Assistance in finding employment and 

personnel conferences. 

14. Leaders; training of leadership groups, 

public reccgnition of competent personnel, 

and assistance for high calibre organizations. 

15. Strict cnforccment of temporary rcsidencc 

and other such formalities. 

Liaison of various types of social welfare 

establishments. 

. 17. Other establishAcnt dccmed pcrtinont 

and bcncficial to the rapid advance of 

harmony. 

(2) Dictated Suggestions o f the Ninister of Home 

Affairs to the Conferences of Local Officials. 

/c a. Suggestions to the GovernorsI Conference 

(16 June‘1936). 

The growth of problems attending the marked 

increase of Koreans resident in Japan is a 

source of grave concern. It is desired that 
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YOU t~ork ior hax~~y a$ accord snd co-prosperity 

%CLASSjF~E5 by close study of the reasons these 'jroblems have 

arisen and by contriving institutions rrhich T&U 

meet them ?roperl;r. 

b. Suggestions to the Preliminary Business Kccting 

of the F.rcfectural Police Chiefs. (25 June 1936) 

Since there are a great number of instances ;Thcrc 

the cooperation of police will be necessary in the 

6 execution of t!?is srojcct, hereafter the utmost 

considcratitin is to be given this field and exwcially 

strict coalition znd liaison :tith concerned divisions 

and sections, concerned organizations, etc,, shall 

be devised. 

C. Suggestions to the Preliminary Business Meeting 

of the Chiefs of th,: Educational Bureaus.(3 July 1936) 

The Government, cognizant of the ncccssf+y that this 

project attain cvsn grcatcr pc)‘7cr vrith rcspcct to 

protection and cnlightenmcnt, has a?propriatcd new 

funds for the Harmony Project in the bud& for this 

fiscal year 7;lizich contcmplatc a rapid advance of 

necessary cstablishmonts through alloting office 

cxpcnscs to the fu - 

ccrned and through 

and ken y?nich are primarily con- - 

granting subsidies ts social 

welfare bodies. 

. 
d. Suggestions to the Preliminary I3usincss Kccting 

of the Heads of Social Tclfaro Section in the 

Capital and Prefectures. (22 July 1936) 

,. 

In consideration of tne seriousficss of this undcr- 

taking all the main fu - rnc', ken are maintaining close - 

liaison :'rith th;: concerned divisions and sections and 

concerncd social vrclfarc bodies; and, vtith regard to 

improvcmcnt of living conditions they arc devising 

suitable policias in accordnncc with respective local 

conditions for all-out effort in augmenting leadership 
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and direction and also in aoral rcfcm and education. 

UNCLASSIHED In vim of the seriousness of the undertaking the 

sugutstions to the Governors' conference were repeated c 

in 1937 and cxhaustivc effort has gone into attaining 

these. objectives. 

(3]jTraining of Leaders for the Harmony Project, Delegation 

c. 
of Lecturers, etc. 

Accutcly conscious of thz necessity of training 

leaders in order to ef.Cectute this Project, in May 1937, 

L the first session of thz %mnony Troject Training School 

was opcncd in Osaka-shi under the Sccial ilclfarc E$rseau 

of the Ministry of Home Affairs in coopcretion T:%th 

Osaka-fu l;Jhich has hzd 3 good de31 of ex?eriencc T*zith 

regard to this pork. In this Short course of training, 

180 trainzcs, consisting of delc,rrates frorr the offices 

of the SocialIle2f:~re Section, the Spccizl Swmior 

?olicc Section , etc., nonlinztcd by the ?rcfcct.ural 

Governors, ILYC glvcn a grz~sp of the objcctivcs 2nd 

operation of the Harmony Prcljcct. ?%cn training 

classes arc opcncd in the Districts ma 10~21 Xamony 

Bodies,l2ctiarcrs mc dzlcgzt,d a?on rkqucst. By 

dclcgnting o:hLr cl-rks-in-ch2rgc and tn observe local 

conditions, in t&z of mcrgmcy, they can be put in 

charge of Ic?.dcrship there. In this manner, a founda- 

tion for grorrth of this project is being constructed. f 

VIII. 0F'EXLTION:L S%;TE OT TiYE :U.-R;".IONY FmJXCT IN ALL PRYWZTGRZS. P-V-m-- 

o> Prefectural Orgznizaticn. 

In the middle of 1936 suitYolc m~3surcs for coping with the 

Korean policy were taken, 2nd opcraticns .zerc initiated in the rcspcctive 

prefectures in accordance y,5th cordlitions and based upon Government 

suggestions and leadershi?. Thcsc included encouragmcnt of education, 

thoroughness in moral reform and enl.i~htcnmnt, extension of protective 

establishments, strict enforcement of guiding supervision by police, etc. 

Since educaticnal matters m~-c based upon the: LIinistry of Education's 
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concept of Vompulsory education for children of Koreans resident in 

Japa$, and since school attendance was very strongly fostered, effective 

results have come to be realized. This program is rooted in the thorough 

spread of education :-inasmeh 1 as its cbjectives can only be attained over 

a period of several generations. It is essential that henceforth we in- 

crease our endeavors both in number and content. Eorzil reform, 

nursery, and housing projects were surveyed and as necessary they were 

opened either as.direct undertakings or as subsidized projects. Osaka-fu 

leads the others and has been-at work on this matter since 1934. In 

‘ April of that year the Osa:ka-fu Japan-Korea Conciliation and Research 

Committee was established, and important phases of operation were con- 

sidered. As a result, in September of 1939, inforzal instructions were 

issued fixing its basic policy, and from that time, good results have 

steadily been obtained. 

(2) Local Harmony Societies (or Harmony Divisions). 

The Local Harmony Societies have become identified with the 

Prefectures; and, as. periphery organizations of the Prefectures, they 

are charged with the practical operation of the undertaking. Although 

the details of the respective organizations differ somewhat, they may be s 

summed up as follows: 

1. Operation of moral reform projects as 2 resident Korean 

material and spiritual Japanization movement. 

2. Extension of various kinds of social institukons to 

insure adequate living standards. 

3. Enlightenment of both Japanese and Koreans and the 

, acceleration of assixilation. 

As a moral reform project, tloral Reform Societies (or Harmony 

Society branches) arL set up which have the district under jurisdiction 

of a police station as the zone of their activity. Bs a social institution, 

kindergartens (to give preparatory training to children for scnool 

attendance), elementary schools, housing administration,, employment agencies, 

. 
settlement houses, medical establishments, etc. are provided. As enlighten- 

ment projects, since their work has only just begun, there is nothing in 

the way of actual results tobe recprded as yet. 
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a. Moral Reform Societies (Harmony Society Branches). 

Moral Reform Societies, under the direction of the 

Harmony Societies, contribute to the cultivation of the characters of 

members cf the Society and to the development of national spirit. At 

the same time, they aim at improvement of living conditions and realiza- 

tion of harmony and accord in national life. 

Consequently, as their task, they conduct spiritual 

awakening, reform of public morals , promotion of education, improve- 

ment in living, health facll,itics, etc. They execute their tasks in 

cooperation with the police station personi?cl and employees of the 

city, ch;, or village l:rith the area under jurisdiction of the police 

station (in the case of branch-s of Ranzony Society, the area of the 

city, ch;, or village) as their zone of operation. All of the resident 

Koreans of this area are included as members, but as a fundamental 

principle, dues are not collected from them. At the end of 1936, there 

were 12 offices in Osaka-fu, 10 offices in Tokyo-fu, 5 offices in 

Kanagavm-ken, 12 offices In Aichi-ken, etc., and the number is gradually 

increasing. 

b. Ls for the other social institutions , matters pertaining 

to general protection such as subsisiewc relief for resident Koreans, 

medical protection , protection of I:'omcn and children, etc. arc as a 

rule entrusted to the rosyocti-?e regularly instituted, applicable 

establishment b-~ way of 51,: dis%rict comzmissioncr ancl others; however, 

the cLeation of institutions recognized as yf s?ccial necessity to the 

Koreans is encowaged. Since this --rork is still in a rudimentary state, 

more remains to be done. Social :relfaro establishwnts in operation at 

present include settlement houses (at the end of 1936, there were 6 in 

Osaka-fu, 1 in !$ogo-ken, and 1 in Yamaguchi-ken), elementary schools 

(at the end of 1936, there T?erc 4 in OS&a-fu, 5 in Kanagsxa-ken, 1 in 

Hyogo-ken, 1 in Hiroshima-ken, and 3 in Fukuoka-ken), cmaloyment agencies, 

housing projects and their administration, leadership for all associations 

and institutions, protection and cart of drug addicts, protection of 

persons returning to their nativn land, etc. 
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M. T&LIZ ATTITUDE OF KOZLXS ~SID~,IF' 113 J,"P,N TGYL'&?l T:XS K3CSNT ILUXXT -_l__ipd-- --P.------' 

Unusual concern has been paid lztoly to the matter of the trend of 

Korean attitude in the present national emergency& It is unzvoidablc . 

that such misgivings should be entertnincd due to unoleasant memories of 

the past,. The fact cannot bc denied that, while we should not call it 

"discontcntcd~~, the Korean, deep down inside, has felt somewhat "fretfuYt. 

HOW will the.attitude of these people manifest itself in the ~rescnt 

Incident? Since t!leir attitude &s a:-testimonial to she results of our 

administr2tion spanning thz quarter of a century since the annexation' 

of Korea, it attracts general attention. 

I"fhat ark the rasults? NOW that six months have eiapszd since the 

Incident burst forth and the Incident hzs finally g:roTun to proportions 

of a long 7'rar, it -ould not Oc a zste .of time to reflect uoon the 

trend of ideas of Koreans rzsidcnt in Japan. 

(1) Group Solidarity in the latriotic Xovcment. 

Since it v-as most important that. the Koreans resident in Jnnzn 

have an accurate consciousness of conditior;s -:h?nthc rcccnt Incident broke 

out, the authoritiLs took steps to give wide publicity to +,hzsc conditions. 

Furthermore, the Koreans took it u?on themselves to acquaint thcmsclvzs 

with the situstion, attaining a remarkably true unde;stnnding dcspitc 

difficulties of speech and script. As a result the Koreans hzvc not been 

far behind the native Ja?encse in flocking to pzrticipatc in the home front 

patriotic movement. 

. The oatriotic movcmcnt of those Koreans has often been noted 

in the nevrspzpcrs of thi: various localities x1.3 has beccme the object of 

gratitude on the ;?art of the avxage J.zo?ncse, 

.* 

A, Contributions for Xattional Dcfensc Xxpenscs, etc. 

1. ~TSXQ Saburo, v!ho lives in Xishinari-ku in &aka-fii, 
-:?I ' * 

tells the story of one I&. SH&BG-SH? who, saying "It has been txelve 

years since I came to Japan; IzLth the outbreak cf the China Incident I 

. must shor? my devotion; please let me make this contribution," came to 

&&a-fu on the tenth of last month, a slight man in a jumper stained 

with sweat, grease and iron rust, to make a contribution of 1,030 yen. 

s‘s 
y- 
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His story, in resme: "1 came to Japan on January 15, 1926. At 

first I was a boatman. Then I became a railroad trackman. After that 

I ws employed at the Osaka Steel Barks and came under the protection 
x-1 

of General N!.. KIWR', Tsurru'kichi. I worked sincerely, and after seven 

yens he said, 'aHo~~r would you like to go into business on your own?' 

and loaned me and another fellow; like me the large sum of 13,000 yen -0 

I wept, and vowed that I lrould work hard and be worthy of his trust.... 

lifter the present Incident prcke out, I felt that ve Koreans must shove 

our loyalty in cvqy 'my possible , and only a month ago returned to my 

country to make speeches , I:hich is quite out of my line. And since I 

wznt to do everything I can perscnally in 3:: rray of loyalty, I have 

come with this l,GOOqen.~~(Rcportcd by the nr::s?aper ~;i~r~-;.S~~;~-SHIEIB‘JN.) - 

(b) On November 10' a meeting of the opt' i,icers of the East Asia 
32 

Advancement Society of ChTkei-ku , Kyzto, was held. The meeting closed 

with the unanimous agrecmsnt: llXe Koreans 31°C already experiencing 

increasingly fine results under the protcctivc guidance of the Kygto-fu 

Harmony Society rticcntiy established for us. There is no nc,zd for individual 

amity organizations. In thL Euturc ;VC shall strive for an improvcmcnt 

in harmony through the guidance of thL Harmony Society.11 A fund of 

51ycn 90 sen was contributed to national dcfonse. - - (Report of the 

Ky;;'co-fu Harmony Society.) 
-23 

(c) Xr. SQXC-SZI of K$to is a junkman, 'nd his idfe rror4s 

in a dye+Torks. dltl;ough they ~2"s very poor and have Tao children to 

care for, they are leading a g,-rfcctly ha::py lift. The onQ thing trcubling 

them was that they could not rc?pay their -biigz-,ion to the nation , so they 

decided to econolmize on their living cxpcnses; since the outbreak of the 

Incident, they have lived under the strictest Gconcmy, 

their savings each month thrcugh the Kutsugarw cffice. 

17 September, 3 yen; 16 October, 3 yen; 17 Wovcmber, 3 

KyGto-fu Harmony Soc.iety.) 

(d) bh. SAI-K%EKI is a bakery salesman in 

his customers and acquaintances, saying "Tne very fact 

and arc contributing 

17 August, 5 yen; 

yen.(Rcport of the - 

F&y;. He visited 

that ye c.33 live 

here in peace day after day is a.11 due tc the kind grace of the Emperor." 

-:&I kk=j )& -g 
‘E3 $2 ,& -& 

92 ,-p z q. 
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and collected 8 yen to contribute to the ?!ar JXinistry for the China - 

troops' relief fund. (Report of the T&v%fu Harmony Society). 

Such contributions, stormming from the free 3:till of the 

people, extend over all localities and bring tears to the eyes of the 

c aluthorities. 

The total amount of contributions up to 1937 was 55,OOC yen, 

and the number of contributors was 34,000. This sum can not, of course, 

bc termed a great amount, but it must be borne in mind that all the con- 

tributions ~icre spontaneous, nnd most of the contributors -:cre from lo-wr 

economic levels. Large contributions like the ??saka one ncnticned above 

are exceptional, mlost of the money being a collection of th&o individual 

contributions of pcor people. 

Since the contributions arc conlinuirq, they may reach a 

. 

s 

sizable sum in thc future. 

(2) Victory Prq-eers. 

(a) On August 20, 1'700 ladies of the SZ:BI 1*ora1 'icform 

Society of &saka-fu gat:?crcd togcthsr und,r the lcxlersltio of their officers 

for a ceremony cf prayer for ctcrnal gotd fwtunc of our troops, bowing 

toward the shrine Yasaka-jinja. The meeting closed v.%th three banzai 

for the Emperor, The Japanese yrho saw the long lines of us Korean Iadios, 

each carrying a si~A1 Jap:nosc flng, w?re dcoply moved by -ur sincerity 

and vciced their respect. (Monthly Report of Osaka Harmony Society.) 

In addition, all thy X&al Reform Socicitcs conncctcd T;ith the ?&&a-fu 

f Harmony Society arc making pilgrimages to the shrines of the vxinus tutclxy 

deities and organizing victory prayer ccrcmonios. 

(b) Having heard, IrA Korean ccmos h<re tc pray to the war-god 

Hachiman every morning'!, one of the leaders of the L;oral Rcfo-rm Society hid 

himself behind the great torii (@to) of Hachiman-jinja (shrine) at 6;OO 

o'clock in tnc early morning of Scptombcr 11. At 6:15 a man appoarcd on a 
** 

bicycle. He ~2s recognized as the ccolic KIN--TX+-SO wJno stays at the 

barracks of Akagokoro park in Fukqawa. KIN left his bicycl$o, clcanscd his 

mouth and hands at the wash-stand, ascended the steps, and brought his 

hands together in a clap Aich cut the clear morning air. Several days later 

+$I g? g 
7-)c ,3 I 3:2 4 \a $"1 

s..----- - 
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KIN answered a casual question put to him by the lecder, in tho folloing 

manner:"I am prayin g yiith all my heart for the evcrfasting good fortune 

of the soldiers,lt dll the Moral Reform Societies connected with the 

T&y%fu Harmony Society are organizing victory prayers. (Report of 

TZky&fu Harmony Society.) 

(c) On October 15 all the officers of the Patriotic 
461' 

Training Society of Gekei-ku , KyTto, made a pilgrimaZc buy bicycle to 

the stone shrine Echirran-gu in Kiyomizu tc have ceremony of prayers for 

military victory. (Report of KY&o-fu Poral Reform Societies.) 

(d) On Juljr 20 the Patriotic L~provcmcnt Society of 

Shinkawa-gun, Toysma-ken, stimulated by the Chin- Incident, organized 

a ceremony of prnycrs to enhance the national glory, 2nd donated 3 yen 

as a contribution to rmt,Lonal defense. At t!x same inteting, the delegstion 

from Nzmerigavra-machi prsscnted the sum of 5 yen to ths national defense - 

fund as a contribution of the wornens' organization of their city, which 

had organized a junk ccllection drive toraisc the money, (Ken report.) - 

In addition to the abcvc, fervent victory :xayers ere 

being held throughout the various ken and fu* - 

(3) Other Home Front iictivitics. 

(a) About 200 Korean ladies cngzzed in spinning wrk in 
.g. 2 

Hxu-gun , Sichi-ken, fzcling that they should not be idlo in the 

country's great effort, met togcthcr in their white aprons and decided 

to join the local IJomcn~s National Ecfcnsc Society. (Reported by the 

ncxsp~per E~WL-ASAHI SHIMi3uN.) 

(b) 39 men of Korean origin at thy railroad worksho:, in Eugi, 
. 

Tokushima-ken, have mado contributicns from time to time, but their 

devotion does not end with this. In their lunch room those ?fno have 

not been drafted arc heard saying such things as, 'IIf Lncy would at 

least let me bc a coolic following the troops, I cculd do something, 

outstnnding...~' "This time wc(vc got to punish Chin? thoroughly.11 

Lioreovcr, they have jcined the Home Front Socictios 

established in t'lc various mschi and mure in which they live, and their 

xLvos organize among the neighbcrs dzily prlycrs for the cvcrlasting 
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military fcrtune,of the local soldiers serving at the front and arrange 

send-offs for draftees and celebrations for returning heroes, in order 

to show their appreciation for the stru&le of the Imperial troops. The 

sight of their enthusiasm assures an early victory, as %hey loudly olay 

the march "Japanese and Koreans United in Mighty Defense.'! (Reported by 

the newspaper ES" ASAHI SHIMBUN.) , 

(c) Seeing the shortagt of labor in the nearby farm villages 

caused by departures for the front since the 10th of last month, the 

president and 34 members of the Harmony Club, which is composed of Koreans 

working in the town of Tosu in Saga-ken, havz been going to the country 

3.0 help in the rice 'horwst, taking their lunches with thorn. Through 

this brot!erly help and cooperation the harvest XLS completed, and .the 

farmers were grateful from the bottom of their heart; the Governor of 

Saga-ken himself wss deqly touched, and sent -! public eulogy of this 

beautiful example of Japanese-Korean unity to tkc &ad of the Korean 

Polic- \- X'fairs Department., (KEI-XUXI Report.) 

(d) The ladies belonging to the Hirotsuka Branch of the 

Kansgawa-ken Japanese-Korean Society have participated in home-front 

activities like filling ltchccrl! packages for the soldiers, giving send-offs 

for departing troops, etc.; and in addition their officers have visited the 

Yukosuka Naval Hospital, deeply touching the heart of the Japanosc public. 

Later they collected war relief :xomq L.Ly and visited the Army First Garrison 

Hospital, presenting this ilcncy togtthcr 6th five cans of rice crackers. 

(Ken report.) - 

(e) The Japanese-Korean Amity Society of Kurume, Fukuoka-ken, 

are diqlaying the sign f'Givc a DayIs Rorktl during the Veek of Emphasis 

on National Spiritual Mobilization, and arc helping in the preparatory 

work on the site for the city's Kobayashino-machi Athletic Society 

stadium during the t!;elve days from the 17th through the 28th. It is 

reported that fifteen men from the Amity Society work on this project 

every day from 7:00 a.m., hoping to see a splendid stadium built. (Reported 

by the ncvspaper' GSAKA-AS&II-SiimZUN.) 

(A) Rcccnt Attitude. 

It is generally recognized that the Koreans have shown deeper 
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trust in the Empire since the Uanchurian Incident. At that time they 

proved their extreme admiration and gratitude toward the Imperial Armies 

by giving receptions and sePid+offs -<?hen troops would oross Korea and by 

making contributions+ -Since then, hand in hand with progress toward 

favorable conditions of government in Korea, the peoples8 feelings have 

tended to become stabilized, and this atmcspherc is carried over to those 

resident in Japan proper, cultivating a growing consciousness of their 

status as Imperial subjects. 

Hmever, it must be admitted that there arc still a few 

unable to obtain a norc or less clear understanding, have not Koreans xho, 

completely become Imperial subjects and attained a Japanese-Korean integrity. 

Thor-e have cvcn been those who dcvotcd themselves to various movcmcnts 

keynoting race-mindedness. Iiov;cvcr, the- general trend since the outbreak 

of the present Incident has bcon toward 2 true dcv3ticn facilitating 3 

consciousness of their grwp solidarity. In To'kyo, the rcprcsent2tivcs 

of several Extremist Left-%ng Organizations arc rcpwtcd to have appcarcd 

before the I!lctropolitan Police Surcau to annsJnce +,ho voluntary dissolution 

of their organizations. And ther,. arc oven qzita a fcl: pco:sli: who beg 

to f 0110~ the troops es r:srkors bc!lind the lines. i-&en anno~~ncemcnt -ms 

made of the cstablis~hmont of the >rcsent Korean Volun%ary fiilitanJ Scrvicc 

System, the joy of the Koreans was boundless, 2nd they lcet no time in 

holding groat meetings of gratitude tbxcughout the country, According to 

newspaper reports, some two thousand resident Korcnns kar, already 

volunteered. Thcrc arc those who, viewing this present-day state, worry 

whether it will lzst, and what @X happen should Japan suffer adversities, 

since the Koreans are easily ngitatsd and tend to vrorship the poT;rcrful, but 

Tile consider this nothing more than ncedlcssanxioty, Should not we Ja?anesc 

accept the sinccrc dcvction of the patriotic and home front novements in 

v:hich the Koreans arc sholcing cqunl'ly great zeal both in Korea and on the 

home islands,zith a feeling of humble gratitude? 

In our opinion, the fact that many Koreans hwn come to 

worry about OUT country and carnostly dcsjro its advancement just as V? 

do is a direct result of good govornmcnt tot-rard the Koreans. ;7e believe that 

as the Korean has his education improved , grasps the spirit of our benificcnt 

rule, and feels deep gratitude for our kind prctccticn, he will come to 
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understand the true purport of our actions toward foreign nations and 

realize the tippiness and glory it is to be an Imperial subject. This 

is really something which aims at equal hap?incss fcr both Jspnnese and 

Koreans. i'ie must admit that this of course is based on the supposition 

that both Japanese and Koreans enjoy equal happiness. Hcvrsver , it goes 

xkthout saying th?t the present condition lcavcs no room for complaint with 

regard to the Korean problem. There can be no doubt th,zt the general attitud$ 

of the Koreans has taken 3 turn for the better, but even today there remains 

some room for further consideation in regard ts intellectuals among the 

resident Koreans. 1ioricver, it is obvious that many problems will arise 

among Korean workers in Japan, when our horoes return looking for jobs at 

the conclusion of the prcscnt disturbonc;. Since in cur opinion such 

problems will be comparrativoly loss in the instance of those Koreans who 

have become completely Japancsc, it is important to continue encouragement 

of this Japanese-Korean integration. Jk must strike ~rhilc -Lhc iron is hot. 

This is the tiw to promotc the J,panization of the Koreans, by endeavoring 

to increase their welfare and to provide still better educ?.tion through 

the rcalizniicn of the Barmcny Project. 

Beginning -irith such action, me can hope that own the 

most trivial apprehensions %.ll be cleared up, so that the day may not 

be for distant v?hcn both Japanese 2nd Kcreans xi11 be integrstcd into 

one people, 

coiYcUJSIo~! 

In the preceding discussin, vc have described in detail the conditions 

of the Koreans resident in Japan, and hzvc prcssnted in so for 7s possible 

the policies taken by tl% govcrnmcnt with respect to 'ihorn; hcwcver, there 

still remains some tendency t? worry needlessly rr:rlethcr the Japanization 

planned by the Harmony Project is rznlly possible. 

There arc quite a number of those arguing this point x!ho hold a 

pessimistic attitude in regard t 3 the prcblcin of Koreans rcsidcnt in Japan; 

their reasoning stems directly from the difficult&s of minority problems 

in European countries or the foilurc of French racial policies in French 

Indo-China and American ones in the Philippines, 



k 

H~~Nczv~~, the cause of failure in the Zurcpcw countries was that 

their motives ~erc- cxclusivoly those of eclf-intcrost, and it would be 

a mistake in judgment to apply this failure directly to conditions in 

our country, forgetting ho::' grzi? 2 distance separates us both racially and : . 

geographically. 

Haturally the assimilation of an alien pooplo is not qn cnsy matter, 

but in my cpinicn the Japsnese pccplc arc not sr lazy as to dismiss this 

as an impossible matter. It is just that most of thcso pcssinists arc 

ignorant of the special nature of 3tir n2tion's assi.~nl~ti2n of alien 

peoples. 

Japanese history clearly shafts, time 2nd again, that the present 

compcsition cf our people is a result of the assimilation and fusion of 

many alien peoples who were our ancestors. 
3; 1 

The "New Namn Register" .c compiled by M2iX SIINZO and others in 

response to an Lmpcrial cotn,nnci in the year 815 A.D, in the Early Hcian 

Period contains 1191 names of families cf that time in Kyoto and the five 

or-vinccs arcund Ky'P;to _ " , of w;rhich 373 .;rcre Kor:nns or Chincse. It is clear 

from the records that t'o A cc why wcrc Chinosc had c?*?c to Jaoan by way of 

Korea; having sctilcd thzrc. som tirle bCorce .- Horwver > all thcsc families 

were co,nplctely abso r.2td by thz Jaoancsc owplc in the course of a few 

generations and bcco:lc J~oanrsc through and through. Among their dosccndants 

are many pcrs3ns y?hn have made a name for thcmsclves 2nd arc rcncmbcrcd 

by later generations as rrortny subjects of their time. 

FurtAermore, scholars have shcwo tat the Ja.sc;nese and Korean peoples 

are most intim?tcly rclatcd, 2nd :;'cr: originally cne pcoplc ;:rl?osc separation 

8ms a product of differin onvironmcnts, so that it is basicrily no matter 

of mixing cil and water, 3s it wore. 

Thus we think it bccomLs clear that th; Japanization of all Korenns 

is in no way an impossibility if donc z?ith adcc,uatc cart and r?sclutinn, 
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midst of a large nmbcr cf JZP~CGZ~ Of cc-xx, it my 11ot be pcssiblc 

tc attain as.ixiI2tim within on.2 gsfCr2ticI1, but in tb,c cows2 cf two 

or threL gcneratims ?Jc Sho’dd certainly bc able to attain this ai%i 

Since ths diffcrcnces bctm~n the txo peqlcs are products of tm 

thwsancl yezre cf history, it 1s natural that their dissolution sh,-xld 

require ccnsiderablz tim, and it is, so tc speak, an undcrtzking in 

history, It is histcrical. blindness tc think such a great ur.dcrtzkirLg 

can 1x cm$ctcd in the short spcc of ten or tvcntjr ycx-s. It is a 

cmllon fault of bnth Japnesc and Koreans tz rush to hasty conclusions 

and to bc iqaticnt for resultq so m mst +crd ngxinst falling into 

this vice and cqcct results only as 3 result 3f ptiencc and sincere 

hard work* 

b 
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